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KEY=SQL - JASLYN MCKEE
INTERNATIONAL PRACTICES TO PROMOTE BUDGET LITERACY
KEY FINDINGS AND LESSONS LEARNED
World Bank Publications Budget literacy is deﬁned as 'the ability to read, decipher,
and understand public budgets to enable and enhance meaningful citizen
participation in the budget process'. It is comprised of two main parts - (i) a technical
understanding of public budgets, including familiarity with government spending, tax
rates and public debt and; (ii) the ability to engage in the budget process,
comprising of practical knowledge on day-to-day issues, as well as an elementary
understanding of the economic, social and political implications of budget policies,
the stakeholders involved and when and how to provide inputs during the annual
budget cycle. Given that no international standards or guidelines have been
established for budget literacy education to date, this book seeks to address this gap
by taking stock of illustrative initiatives promoting budget literacy for youth in
selected countries. The underlying presumption is that when supply-side actors in
the budget process -- governments -- simplify and disseminate budget information
for demand-side actors -- citizens -- this information will then be used by citizens to
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provide feedback on the budget. However, since citizens are often insuﬃciently
informed about public budgets to constructively participate in budget processes one
way to empower them and to remedy the problem of "budget illiteracy" is to provide
budget-literacy education in schools to youth, helping them evolve into civic-minded
adults with the essential knowledge needed for analyzing their government's ﬁscal
policy objectives and measures, and the conﬁdence and sense of social responsibility
to participate in the oversight of public resources. This book elaborates on
approaches, learning outcomes, pedagogical strategies and assessment approaches
for budget literacy education, and presents lessons that are relevant for the
development, improvement, or scaling up of budget literacy initiatives.

BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE & POLICY
Brookings Institution Press The success of nearly all public- and private- sector
policies hinges on the behavior of individuals, groups, and organizations. Today, such
behaviors are better understood than ever, thanks to a growing body of practical
behavioral science research. However, policymakers often are unaware of behavioral
science ﬁndings that may help them craft and execute more eﬀective and eﬃcient
policies. The pages of this new journal will become a meeting ground: a place where
scientists and non-scientists can encounter clearly described behavioral research
that can be put into action. By design, the scope of BSP is broad, with topics
spanning health care, ﬁnancial decisionmaking, energy and the environment,
education and culture, justice and ethics, and work place practices. Contributions will
be made by researchers with expertise in psychology, sociology, law, behavioral
economics, organization science, decision science, and marketing. The journal is a
key oﬀering of the Behavioral Science & Policy Association in partnership with the
Brookings Institution. The mission of BSPA is to foster dialog between social
scientists, policymakers, and other practitioners in order to promote the application
of rigorous empirical behavioral science in ways that serve the public interest. BSPA
does not advance a particular agenda or political perspective. The ﬁrst issue’s
contents follow. Behavioral Science & Policy, vol. 2, no. 1 Table of Contents: Editors'
Note Spotlight—Pre-Kindergarten Interventions: American Policy on Early Childhood
Education & Development: Many Programs, Great Hopes, Modest Prospects, Ron
Haskins Evidence for the Beneﬁts of State Prekindergarten Programs: Myth &
Misrepresentation, Dale C. Farran & Mark W. Lipsey Reforming Head Start for the
21st Century: A Policy Prescription, Sara Mead & Ashley LiBetti Mitchel Home Visiting
Programs: Four Evidence-Based Lessons for Policymakers, Cynthia Osborne
Launching Preschool 2.0: A Road Map to High-Quality Public Programs at Scale,
Christina Weiland A 10-Year Strategy of Increased Coordination & Comprehensive
Investments in Early Child Development, Ajay Chaudry & Jane Waldfogel Reimagining
Accountability in K-12 Education, Brian P. Gill, Jennifer S. Lerner, & Paul Meosky
Featured Topic: Healthy Through Habit: Interventions for Initiating & Maintaining
Health Behavioral Change, Wendy Wood & David Neal Making the Truth Stick & the
Myths Fade: Lessons from Cognitive Psychology, Norbert Schwarz, Eryn Newman, &
William Leach Editorial Policy
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AMERICAN OLIGARCHY
THE PERMANENT POLITICAL CLASS
University of Illinois Press A permanent political class has emerged on a scale
unprecedented in our nation 's history. Its self-dealing, nepotism, and corruption
contribute to rising inequality. Its reach extends from the governing elite throughout
nongovernmental institutions. Aside from constituting an oligarchy of prestige and
power, it enables the creation of an aristocracy of massive inherited wealth that is
accumulating immense political power. In a muckraking tour de force reminiscent of
Lincoln Steﬀens, Upton Sinclair, and C. Wright Mills, American Oligarchy
demonstrates the way the corrupt culture of the permanent political class extends
down to the state and local level. Ron Formisano breaks down the ways this class
creates economic inequality and how its own endemic corruption infects our entire
society. Formisano delves into the work of not just politicians but lobbyists,
consultants, appointed bureaucrats, pollsters, celebrity journalists, behind-thescenes billionaires, and others. Their shameless pursuit of wealth and selfaggrandizement, often at taxpayer expense, rewards channeling the ﬂow of income
and wealth to elites. That inequality in turn has choked oﬀ social mobility and made
a joke of meritocracy. As Formisano shows, these forces respond to the oligarchy 's
power and compete to bask in the presence of the .01 percent. They also exacerbate
the dangerous instability of an American democracy divided between extreme
wealth and extreme poverty.

COMPARATIVE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC PERSPECTIVES ON THE
MENA REGION
IGI Global The region that includes the Middle East and Northern Africa (MENA) faces
a diverse set of cultural, political, and economic issues. Exploring the countries that
are considered to be a part of the MENA region as well as comparing this region to
the rest of the developing and developed world provides essential insight into the
current state of the region as well and its future outlook. Comparative Political and
Economic Perspectives on the MENA Region takes a critical approach to analyzing
the socio-economic development of the MENA Region and the role of politics and
various social issues in this development. Highlighting research-based perspectives
from global leaders on topics such as decentralization, international aﬀairs, the Arab
Spring, foreign direct investment, and education in the Middle East and Northern
Africa, this publication is designed for library reference section inclusion and meets
the research needs of government oﬃcials, professionals specializing in international
business, economists, researchers, and graduate-level students in the areas of
economics, international politics, African and Middle Eastern studies, and regional
development.

THE EDUCATION INVASION
HOW COMMON CORE FIGHTS PARENTS FOR CONTROL OF AMERICAN
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KIDS
Encounter Books Most Americans had no idea what Common Core was in 2013,
according to polls. But it had been creeping into schools nationwide over the
previous three years, and children were feeling its eﬀects. They cried over math
homework so mystifying their parents could not help them, even in elementary
school. They read motley assortments of “informational text” instead of classic
literature. They dreaded the high-stakes tests, in unfamiliar formats, that were
increasingly controlling their classrooms. How did this latest and most sweeping
“reform” of American education come in mostly under the radar? Joy Pullmann
started tugging on a thread of reports from worried parents and frustrated teachers,
and it led to a big tangle of history and politics, intrigue and arrogance. She
unwound it to discover how a cabal of private foundation honchos and unelected
public oﬃcials cooked up a set of rules for what American children must learn in core
K–12 classes, and how the Obama administration pressured states to adopt them.
Thus a federalized education scheme took root, despite legal prohibitions against
federal involvement in curriculum. Common Core and its testing regime were touted
as “an absolute game-changer in public education,” yet the evidence so far suggests
that kids are actually learning less under it. Why, then, was such a costly and
disruptive agenda imposed on the nation’s schools? Who beneﬁts? And how can
citizens regain local self-governance in education, so their children’s minds will be
fed a more nourishing intellectual diet and be protected from the experiments of
emboldened bureaucrats? The Education Invasion oﬀers answers and remedies.

ECONOMIC GROWTH AND THE MIDDLE CLASS IN AN ECONOMY IN
TRANSITION
THE CASE OF RUSSIA
Springer This book studies the evolution of the middle class in Russia after the fall of
the Soviet Union. Using data from the RLMS (Russian Longitudinal Monitoring
Survey), the volume covers the period of transition (1991-2008) during which many
fundamental economic reforms were implemented. The ﬁrst part of the book is
devoted to a discussion of the concept of middle class and a description of the
economic situation in Russia during the transition period. Particular attention is given
to variations in the distribution of Russian incomes and the estimated importance of
the middle class. The second part of the book focuses on the link between the
middle class and income bipolarization. The third and last section of the book uses
the semiparametric "mixture model" to discover how many diﬀerent groups may be
derived from the income distribution in Russia, as well as what the main socioeconomic and demographic characteristics of those groups are. The mobility of
households into and out of the middle class during the transition period is also
studied in hopes of determining the factors that contribute to such mobility. Using
rigorous empirical methods, this volume sheds light on a relatively unstudied
economic group and provides insight for countries which are about to enter a
transition period. As such, this book will be of great interest to researchers in
economics and inequality as well as professionals and practitioners working with
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international organizations.

CRITICAL PERSPECTIVES ON ECONOMICS OF EDUCATION
Routledge This book brings together leading scholars in the ﬁeld to provide insights
on economics of education. The book begins with an overview of education and
human capacity development and looks at the production of education through
individuals’ learning, education ﬁnancing and the role of individual circumstances. It
also analyses the complex relationship between education and mobility and
highlights what key challenges for education systems in a global world are. Each
chapter provides detailed analysis of interesting and policy relevant topics in the
ﬁelds of education economics and human capacity development. This book is a
useful reference for those who wish to understand the changing landscape and
models of higher education in the context of digital advances and innovation. It will
also be of interest to those in the areas of education and training.

THE CIRCULAR ECONOMY
CASE STUDIES ABOUT THE TRANSITION FROM THE LINEAR ECONOMY
Academic Press The Circular Economy: Case Studies about the Transition from the
Linear Economy explores examples of the circular economy in action. Unlike other
books that provide narrow perceptions of wide-ranging and highly interconnected
paradigms, such as supply chains, recycling, businesses models and waste
management, this book provides a comprehensive overview of the circular economy
from various perspectives. Its unique insights into the approaches, methods and
tools that enable people to make the transformation to a circular economy show how
recent research, trends and attitudes have moved beyond the "call to arms"
approach to a level of maturity that requires sound scientiﬁc thinking. Compiles
evidence through case studies that illustrate how individuals, organizations,
communities and countries are transitioning to a circular economy Provides a
theoretical and empirical summary of the circular economy that emphasizes what
others are actually doing and planning Highlights achievements from industry,
agriculture, forestry, energy, water and other sectors that show how circular
principles are applicable, eco-friendly, proﬁtable, and thus sustainable

PISA EFFECTIVE TEACHER POLICIES INSIGHTS FROM PISA
INSIGHTS FROM PISA
OECD Publishing This report, building on data from the Indicators of Education
Systems (INES) programme, the Teaching and Learning International Survey (TALIS)
and the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA).

RESOURCE RECOVERY TO APPROACH ZERO MUNICIPAL WASTE
CRC Press Current development results in a linear ﬂow from raw material to waste,
which cannot be sustainable in the long term. Plus, a global population of 7 billion
people means that there are 7 billion waste producers in the world. At present,
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dumping and landﬁlling are the primary practices for getting rid of municipal solid
waste (MSW). However, this waste contains resources that we’ve yet to utilize. To
create sustainable societies, we need to approach zero waste by recovering these
resources. There are cities and countries where zero waste is close to becoming a
reality. Landﬁlling of organic waste is forbidden in Europe, and countries such as
Sweden, Germany, Belgium, and Switzerland have developed a variety of
technologies to recover resources from MSW. Resource Recovery to Approach Zero
Municipal Waste explores the solid waste management laws and regulations of
diﬀerent countries, comparing the latest resource recovery technologies and oﬀering
future perspectives. The book tackles the many technical, social, ecological,
economical, and managerial aspects of this complex subject while promoting the
development of sustainable societies to achieve a greener global environment.

REAL-TIME STUDENT ASSESSMENT
MEETING THE IMPERATIVE FOR IMPROVED TIME TO DEGREE, CLOSING
THE OPPORTUNITY GAP, AND ASSURING STUDENT COMPETENCIES
FOR 21ST-CENTURY NEEDS
Stylus Publishing, LLC This book challenges institutions and their programs to
prioritize the use of chronological assessment results to beneﬁt enrolled students in
comparison with the more common practice of prolonged assessment cycles that
generally beneﬁt future students. Peggy Maki advocates for real-time assessment
processes to identify patterns of underperformance and obstacles that require timely
interventions for enrolled students to succeed. In tandem with the sets of
educational practices and policies that many institutions have now undertaken to
close achievement and graduation rates across our diverse student demographics,
such as developing clear degree pathways, she calls on all higher education
providers – if they are to remain relevant and meet their social purpose in our
complex world – to urgently recalibrate their assessment processes to focus on
currently enrolled students’ progress towards achieving a high-quality degree,
regardless of when they matriculate or re-enter higher education. She demonstrates
that we already have suﬃcient examples and evidence to implement real-time
assessment of students as they progress through their studies. She draws on the
practices of specialized accredited programs, such as those in the professions that
assess in real time; on the experiences of institutions that have adopted
competency-based education; and on the aﬀordances of technologies that now
provide faculty and students with up-to-the-minute diagnostics. She identiﬁes the six
principles necessary to implement a real-time assessment process, illustrated by
case studies of how campuses have operationalized them to advance students’
equitable progress towards achieving a high-quality degree; and demonstrates the
beneﬁts of real-time assessment compared to more future-oriented processes,
among which is engaging students in reﬂecting on their own progress along their
degree pathways. She advocates for the use of well documented national outcomesbased frameworks such as Liberal Education and America’s Promise (LEAP), its
aligned Valid Assessment of Learning in Undergraduate Education scoring rubrics (
VALUE), the Degree Qualiﬁcations Proﬁle, and discipline-based outcomes
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assessments to ensure high-quality degrees that meet well-deﬁned standards and
criteria. She also identiﬁes how data systems and technological developments help
to monitor closely and respond in time to students’ patterns of underperformance.
The book is an urgent call for higher education to achieve the values of equity,
transparency and quality it espouses; and ensure that all students graduate in a
timely fashion with the competencies they need to be active and productive citizens.

STRUGGLING TO MAKE THE GRADE: A REVIEW OF THE CAUSES AND
CONSEQUENCES OF THE WEAK OUTCOMES OF SOUTH AFRICA’S
EDUCATION SYSTEM
International Monetary Fund While South Africa has made signiﬁcant improvements
in basic and tertiary education enrollment, the country still suﬀers from signiﬁcant
challenges in the quality of educational achievement by almost any international
metric. The paper ﬁnds that money is clearly not the main issue since the South
Africa’s education budget is comparable to OECD countries as a percent of GDP and
exceeds that of most peer sub-Saharan African countries in per capita terms. The
main explanatory factors are complex and multifaceted, and are associated with
insuﬃcient subject knowledge of some teachers, history, race, language, geographic
location, and socio-economic status. Low educational achievement contributes to low
productivity growth, and high levels of poverty, unemployment, and inequality.
Drawing on the literature, the paper sketches some policy considerations to guide
the debate on what works and what does not.

CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN APPLIED ECONOMICS
TEN YEARS OF INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC EXCHANGES BETWEEN
JAAE AND KAAE
Springer An important feature of this book is its analysis of various contemporary
issues in applied economics, distinguished by advanced theoretical research and
empirical analysis focusing on Japan and Korea. The book consists of four parts, the
ﬁrst of which investigates economic growth and welfare, using tools of applied
analysis. In Part II, it examines inequality, redistribution, and intergenerational
transfers, mainly on an empirical basis. In turn, Part III explores public policy and
political economics, while Part IV addresses resource and environmental economics
on the basis of data from Japan and Korea. In addition to oﬀering valuable insights,
this collection of papers commemorates the 10th anniversary of academic exchange
between the Japan Association for Applied Economics (JAAE) and the Korean
Association for Applied Economics (KAAE).

COMMUNITIES IN ACTION
PATHWAYS TO HEALTH EQUITY
National Academies Press In the United States, some populations suﬀer from far
greater disparities in health than others. Those disparities are caused not only by
fundamental diﬀerences in health status across segments of the population, but also

7

8

because of inequities in factors that impact health status, so-called determinants of
health. Only part of an individual's health status depends on his or her behavior and
choice; community-wide problems like poverty, unemployment, poor education,
inadequate housing, poor public transportation, interpersonal violence, and decaying
neighborhoods also contribute to health inequities, as well as the historic and
ongoing interplay of structures, policies, and norms that shape lives. When these
factors are not optimal in a community, it does not mean they are intractable: such
inequities can be mitigated by social policies that can shape health in powerful ways.
Communities in Action: Pathways to Health Equity seeks to delineate the causes of
and the solutions to health inequities in the United States. This report focuses on
what communities can do to promote health equity, what actions are needed by the
many and varied stakeholders that are part of communities or support them, as well
as the root causes and structural barriers that need to be overcome.

MINERALS YEARBOOK
AREA REPORTS: INTERNATIONAL REVIEW 2014 AFRICA AND THE
MIDDLE EAST
Government Printing Oﬃce This edition of the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)
Minerals Yearbook discusses the performance of the worldwide minerals and
materials industries during year 2013 and provides background information to assist
in interpreting that performance. These annual reviews are designed to provide
timely statistical data on mineral commodities in various countries. This volume
covers data from Asia and the Paciﬁc. Each report includes sections on government
policies and programs, environmental issues, trade and production data, industry
structure and ownership, commodity sector developments, infrastructure, and a
summary outlook. Audience: Government employees and contractors, as well as
businesses and employees, all working in mineral-related trades, especially with
interests in statistics about mineral commodities overseas, will ﬁnd this resource
invaluable.

MINERALS YEARBOOK
WORLD ECONOMIC SITUATION AND PROSPECTS 2020
United Nations This is the United Nations deﬁnitive report on the state of the world
economy, providing global and regional economic outlook for 2020 and 2021.
Produced by the Department of Economic and Social Aﬀairs, the ﬁve United Nations
regional commissions, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development,
with contributions from the UN World Tourism Organization and other
intergovernmental agencies.

PRINCIPLES OF ECONOMICS 2E
FACING FORWARD
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SCHOOLING FOR LEARNING IN AFRICA
World Bank Publications While everybody recognizes the development challenges
facing Sub-Saharan Africa, few have put together coherent plans that oﬀer real hope
for any feasible and general improvement. Facing Forward combines an evidencebased plan that not only recognizes the deep problems but provides speciﬁc
prescriptions for dealing with the problems. In the simplest version, focus on the
skills of the people and do it in a rational and achievable manner. †“ Eric Hanushek,
Paul and Jean Hanna Senior Fellow, Hoover Institute, Stanford University This book
oﬀers a clear perspective on how to improve learning in basic education in SubSaharan Africa, based on extremely rigorous and exhaustive analysis of a large
volume of data. The authors shine a light on the low levels of learning and on the
contributory factors. They have not hesitated to raise diﬃcult issues, such as the
need to implement a consistent policy on the language of instruction, which is
essential to ensuring the foundations of learning for all children. Using the
framework of “From Science to Service Delivery,†? the book urges policy makers to
look at the entire chain from policy design, informed by knowledge adapted to the
local context, to implementation. Facing Forward: Schooling for Learning in Africa is
a unique addition to the literature that is relevant for African policy makers and
stakeholders. †“ Professor Hassana Alidou, Ambassador of the Republic of Niger to
the United States and Canada As the continent gears itself up to provide universal
basic education to all its children by 2030, it has to squarely address the challenge of
how to improve learning. Facing Forward helps countries to benchmark themselves
against each other and to identify concrete lines of action. It forces policy makers to
think “where do I go from here?†? “what do I do diﬀerently?†? and to examine the
hierarchy of interventions that can boost learning. It rightly urges Ministries of
Education to build capacity through learning by doing and continuous adaptation of
new knowledge to the local context. Facing Forward will unleash frank conversations
about the profound reforms that are required in education policy and service delivery
to ensure learning for every child on the continent. †“ Dr. Fred Matiang’I, Cabinet
Secretary for the Interior and Coordination of National Government, Government of
Kenya (former Cabinet Secretary for Education) Facing Forward couldn’t have come
at a more opportune time as countries in the region, including Mauritius, focus more
on learning outcomes rather than simply on inputs and processes in education
systems. The book underscores the important point that African countries need not
exclusively model themselves on high-performing education systems in the world.
Much can as well be learnt from other countries at the same level of development, or
lower, by virtue of the challenges they have faced and successfully overcome. This
presents opportunities for greater peer-sharing and networking with these countries.
Indeed a number of key focus areas are highlighted in the book that demonstrate
good practices worthy of being emulated. These cover domains as diverse as
enabling factors leading to improved student progression, strengthened teacher
capacity, increased budgetary allocation with a focus on quality, as well as improved
technical capacity of implementing agencies in the region. †“ Hon. (Mrs.) Leela Devi
Dookun-Luchoomun, Minister of Education and Human Resources, Tertiary Education
and Scientiﬁc Research, Republic of Mauritius
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WHAT IS NEXT IN EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH?
Springer What is Next in Educational Research? enables the reader to peek into
research at the forefront of a diverse range of education ﬁelds as it is being
conducted by beginning researchers. The book illustrates the extensive range of
research being undertaken in education through a broad range of issues, topics and
methodologies that will underpin and provoke research well into the future. The ﬁve
sections address a range of topics, including: issues in design and methodology,
social integration, language education, leadership, and issues in contemporary
education. Each chapter makes a valuable contribution to existing educational
research, and is a testament to the potential of these researchers to lead innovative
educational research projects. Both higher degree by research students and their
supervisors will ﬁnd this book particularly useful and interesting as it provides
examples of quality research higher degree writing, illustrates a variety of
contemporary methodologies, and supports the early publication of student work.

ECIC2016-PROCEEDINGS OF THE 8TH EUROPEAN CONFERENCE ON
INTELLECTUAL CAPITAL
ECIC2016
Academic Conferences and publishing limited

OECD DEVELOPMENT PATHWAYS MULTI-DIMENSIONAL REVIEW OF
PERU VOLUME 2. IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
VOLUME 2. IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
OECD Publishing This report provides policy actions to tackle the main bottlenecks to
boost inclusive development and well-being in Peru.

CREDIT RATING GOVERNANCE
GLOBAL CREDIT GATEKEEPERS
Routledge Credit rating agencies play an essential role in the modern ﬁnancial
system and are relied on by creditors and investors on the market. In the recent
ﬁnancial crisis, their power and reliability were often questioned, yet a simple rating
downgrade could threaten to bankrupt a whole country. This book examines the
governance of credit rating agencies, as expressed by their ability to fairly, ethically
and consistently assign higher rates to issuers having lesser default risks. However,
factors such as the drive for increased revenue and market share, the inadequate
business model, the inadequate methodology of assessing risk, opacity and
inadequate internal monitoring have all been identiﬁed as critical governance
failures for credit agencies. This book explores these issues, and proposes some
potential solutions and improvements. This will be of interest to researchers and
advanced students of corporate ﬁnance, ﬁnance, ﬁnancial economics, risk
management, investment management, and banking.
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LET'S TALK TODDLERS
A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO HIGH-QUALITY TEACHING
Redleaf Press This is a user-friendly book that speaks to the realities, challenges, and
needs of daily life with rambunctious, enthusiastic, unpredictable toddlers in group
settings, thus increasing the quality of toddler care. This book highlights informative
and real-life examples, with immediate takeaway action steps that detail solutions
and resources for practice.

EDUCATION AND THE COMMERCIAL MINDSET
Harvard University Press America’s commitment to public schooling once seemed
unshakable. But today the movement to privatize K–12 education is stronger than
ever. A veteran teacher and administrator, Samuel E. Abrams examines the rise of
market forces in public education and reveals how a commercial mindset has taken
over. For decades, Milton Friedman and his disciples contended that private markets
could deliver better schooling than governments. In the 1990s, this belief was put to
the test by Edison Schools and other for-proﬁt educational management
organizations (EMOs). Edison grew rapidly, running schools in Baltimore,
Philadelphia, and many other cities across the country. Yet disappointing academic
and ﬁnancial outcomes soon pushed the company and its competitors to the
margins. The focus of EMOs on eﬃciency and results nevertheless found expression
in federal policy with No Child Left Behind in 2002 and Race to the Top in 2009. The
new ethos also deﬁned nonproﬁt charter management organizations (CMOs) like
KIPP that surfaced in the wake of EMOs and ﬂourished. But the dependence of CMOs
on philanthropists, tireless teachers, and students capable of abiding by rigid
expectations limits their reach. Abrams argues that while the commercial mindset
sidesteps fundamental challenges, public schools should adopt lessons from the
business world. Citing foreign practices, he recommends raising teacher salaries to
attract and retain talent, conferring more autonomy on educators to build ownership,
and employing sampling techniques rather than universal assessments to gauge
student progress.

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT REPORT 2015
WORK FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
United Nations This report takes a broad view of the link between work and human
development. Work is a critical tool for economic growth and security, poverty
reduction and gender equality. It enables full participation in society while aﬀording
people a sense of dignity and worth. Humans working together not only increase
their material well-being, they also accumulate a wide body of knowledge that
serves as the basis for cultures and civilizations. The report ﬁnds that work enhances
human development when policies are taken to expand productive, remunerative
and satisfying work opportunities. Workers' skills and potentials are enhanced, their
well-being in terms of rights, safety and beneﬁts are ensured with targeted
interventions, and an agenda incorporating decent work, a new Social Contract and a
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Global Deal is pursued.

RETHINKING ISLAMIC FINANCE
MARKETS, REGULATIONS AND ISLAMIC LAW
Routledge Islamic ﬁnance’s phenomenal growth owes to the Shariah compliant
nature of its ﬁnancial instruments. Shariah forbids the charging of interest (Riba) and
instead promulgates risk-sharing and trade-based modes of ﬁnancing. The Islamic
ﬁnancial industry has been subject to both critique and admiration. Critics argue that
Islamic instruments (bearing debt-based structures) diﬀer from their conventional
counterparts only in legal lexicon and not in economic impact. The admirers argue
that such instruments, irrespective of wider economic implications, rigorously
comply with ‘juristically sound’ Islamic principles. This book aims to reconcile the
above dispute. It argues that the ﬁnancial impact of instruments is a consequence of
the way they are priced and structured. The similarity in pricing and structures is an
outcome not of the underlying Islamic ﬁnancial modes but of the competitive
environment in which Islamic instruments compete. Even risk-sharing and tradebased Islamic structures, if implemented in such an environment, would have a
ﬁnancial impact similar to that of conventional instruments. This book has a wider
appeal for both academic and non-academic audiences. It can complement
undergraduate and graduate courses as an additional reading on the intricacies of
Islamic ﬁnancial instruments and markets. For PhD students, it would help identify
future research areas. To non-academics, it oﬀers a deeper understanding regarding
the working of the Islamic ﬁnance industry.

FINANCIALIZATION, FINANCIAL LITERACY, AND SOCIAL EDUCATION
Routledge The objective of this book is to prompt a re-examination of ﬁnancial
literacy, its social foundations, and its relationship to citizenship education. The
collection includes topics that concern indigenous people’s perspectives, critical race
theory, and transdisciplinary perspectives, which invite a dialogue about the
ideologies that drive traditional and critical perspectives. This volume oﬀers readers
opportunities to learn about diﬀerent views of ﬁnancial literacy from a variety of
sociological, historical and cultural perspectives. The reader may perceive ﬁnancial
literacy as representing a multifaceted concept best interpreted through a nonsegregated lens. The volume includes chapters that describe groundings for revising
standards, provide innovative teaching concepts, and oﬀer unique sociological and
historical perspectives. This book contains 13 chapters, with each one speaking to a
distinctive topic that, taken as a whole, oﬀers a well-rounded vision of ﬁnancial
literacy to beneﬁt social education, its research, and teaching. Each chapter provides
a response from an alternative view, and the reader can also access an eResource
featuring the authors’ rejoinders. It therefore oﬀers contrasting visions about the
nature and purpose of ﬁnancial education. These dissimilar perspectives oﬀer an
opportunity for examining diﬀerent social ideologies that may guide approaches to
ﬁnancial literacy and citizenship, along with the philosophies and principles that
shape them. The principles that teach and inform about ﬁnancial literacy deﬁnes the
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premises for base personal and community responsibility. The work invites
researchers and practitioners to reconsider ﬁnancial literacy/ﬁnancial education and
its social foundations. The book will appeal to a range of students, academics and
researchers across a number of disciplines, including economics, personal
ﬁnance/personal economics, business ethics, citizenship, moral education, consumer
education, and spiritual education.

PERSPECTIVES
L'ÉCOLE AU SERVICE DE L'APPRENTISSAGE EN AFRIQUE
World Bank Publications Cet ouvrage présente une série d’orientations politiques,
ainsi que leurs déclinaisons opérationnelles, permettant aux pays d’Afrique
subsaharienne de relever le déﬁ de l’amélioration de l’apprentissage tout en
élargissant l’accès et en assurant l’achèvement d’une éducation de base pour tous.
L’étude souligne l’importance de conﬁgurer le système éducatif de manière à ce
qu’il soit constamment axé sur les résultats et à ce que tous les enfants aient accès
à de bonnes écoles, du matériel d’apprentissage de qualité et d’excellents
enseignants. L’approche de cet ouvrage est unique car elle caractérise les pays en
fonction des déﬁs auxquels ils ont été confrontés dans les années 1990 et selon les
progrès accomplis en matière d’éducation au cours des 25 dernières années, ce qui
permet ainsi aux pays de la région d’apprendre les uns des autres. Les auteurs
présentent une revue de littérature et y ajoutent de nouvelles analyses tirées de
multiples données provenant d’une trentaine pays de la région. Ils intègrent
également des résultats de recherche sur ce qui inﬂuence l’apprentissage des
enfants, leur accès à la scolarisation et les progrès accomplis grâce à l’éducation de
base. Le livre tire des leçons sur la région pour la région à partir de ce qui fonctionne
et de ce qui serait nécessaire d’améliorer. Le livre explore quatre pistes pour aider
les pays à ajuster leurs systèmes éducatifs aﬁn d’améliorer l’apprentissage :
poursuivre les eﬀorts inachevés visant à assurer une éducation de base universelle
et de qualité, assurer une supervision et un soutien eﬃcaces des enseignants,
concentrer les priorités de dépenses et les procédures budgétaires sur l’amélioration
de la qualité, et combler le déﬁcit de capacités du système institutionnel. L’ouvrage
se termine par une évaluation de la manière dont les prévisions de taux de fécondité
et de croissance économique peuvent impacter les progrès futurs en matière
d’éducation.

THE ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF FINANCIAL LITERACY
Routledge Financial literacy and ﬁnancial education are not new topics, even though
interest in these topics among policymakers, ﬁnancial authorities, and academics
continues to grow. The Routledge Handbook of Financial Literacy provides a
comprehensive reference work that addresses both research perspectives and
practical applications to ﬁnancial education. This is the ﬁrst volume to summarize
the milestones of research in ﬁnancial literacy from multiple perspectives to oﬀer an
overview. The book is organized into six parts. The ﬁrst three parts provide a
conceptual framework, which discusses what ﬁnancial literacy is, how it should be
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measured, and explains why it represents a relevant topic and eﬀective tool in
enhancing decision-making among consumers as well as consumer protection
strategies. Part IV addresses the connection between ﬁnancial education and
ﬁnancial literacy, with chapters about ﬁnancial education in school settings as well
as for adults. This part includes an analysis of the role of Fintech and the use of
gamiﬁcation in ﬁnancial education. Part V is a collection of contributions that analyze
ﬁnancial literacy and ﬁnancial education around the world, with a focus on
geographical areas including the U.S., South America, Western Europe, Eastern
Europe, Asia, and Africa. This part also considers how ﬁnancial literacy should be
addressed in the case of Islamic ﬁnance. The concluding part of the book examines
how ﬁnancial literacy is related to other possible approaches to consumer ﬁnance
and consumer protection, addressing the relationships between ﬁnancial literacy and
behavioral economics, ﬁnancial well-being, and ﬁnancial inclusion. This volume is an
indispensable reference for scholars who are new to the topic, including
undergraduate and graduate students, and for experienced researchers who wish to
enrich their knowledge, policymakers seeking a broader understanding and an
international perspective, and practitioners who seek knowledge of best practices as
well as innovative approaches.

MAKING EDUCATION WORK FOR THE POOR
THE POTENTIAL OF CHILDREN'S SAVINGS ACCOUNTS
Oxford University Press Making Education Work for the Poor identiﬁes wealth
inequality as the gravest threat to the endangered American Dream. Though studies
have clearly illustrated that education is the primary path to upward mobility, today,
educational outcomes are more directly determined by wealth than innate ability
and exerted eﬀort. This accounting directly contradicts Americans' understanding of
the promise the American Dream is supposed to oﬀer: a level playing ﬁeld and a
path towards a more proﬁtable future. In this book, the authors share their own
stories of their journeys through the unequal U.S. education system. One started
from relative privilege and had her way to prosperity paved and her individual eﬀorts
augmented by institutional and structural support. The other grew up in poverty and
had to ﬁght against currents to complete higher education, only to ﬁnd his ability to
proﬁt from that degree compromised by student debt. To directly counter wealth
inequality and make education the 'great equalizer' that Americans believe it to be,
this book calls for a revolution in ﬁnancial aid policy, from debt dependence to asset
empowerment. The book examines the evidence base supporting Children's Savings
Accounts, including CSAs' demonstrated potential to improve children's outcomes all
along the 'opportunity pipeline': early education, school achievement, college access
and completion, and post-college ﬁnancial health. It then outlines a policy that builds
on CSAs to incorporate a sizable, progressive wealth transfer. This new policy,
Opportunity Investment Accounts, is framed as the cornerstone of the wealthbuilding agenda the nation needs in order to salvage the American Dream. Written
by leading CSA researchers, the book includes overviews of the major children's
savings legislation proposed in Congress and the key features of prominent CSA
programs in operation around the country today, as well as new qualitative and
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quantitative CSA research. The book ultimately presents a critical development of
the theories that, together, explain how universal, progressive, asset-based
education ﬁnancing could make education work equitably for all American children.

GLOBAL RANKINGS AND THE GEOPOLITICS OF HIGHER EDUCATION
UNDERSTANDING THE INFLUENCE AND IMPACT OF RANKINGS ON
HIGHER EDUCATION, POLICY AND SOCIETY
Routledge Global rankings and the Geopolitics of Higher Education is an examination
of the impact and inﬂuence that university rankings have had on higher education,
policy and public opinion in recent years. Bringing together some of the most
informed authorities on this very complex issue, this edited collection of specially
commissioned chapters examines the changes aﬀecting higher education and the
implications for society and the economy. Split into four interrelated sections, this
book covers: The development of rankings in higher education, how they have
impacted upon both the production of knowledge and its geography, and their
inﬂuence in shaping policymaking. Overviews of the signiﬁcance of rankings for
higher education systems in Europe, Asia, Africa, Russia, South America, India and
North America. An analysis of rankings in relation to key concerns that pervade
contemporary higher education. Examination of the role rankings are likely to play in
the future directions for higher education. This is a signiﬁcant scholarly work that
analyses in depth an important development in higher education systems, and which
is likely to have an important inﬂuence upon how we understand the higher
education policy-making process – past, present and future. It provides new analysis
and conceptual understanding for researchers, and ﬁrm evidence for policy makers
to use when addressing the value of rankings in measuring the quality of their
institutions. Besides bringing together a powerful cast of academics, this book
incorporates contributions from heads of important international higher education
organisations – from both those involved in making and also in administering key
decisions. This timely, reﬂective and accessible book forms crucial reading for those
studying the subject of rankings, as well as the broader implications and unintended
consequences of rankings on national higher education policies. Extending beyond
academic researchers and students, this book will also be of signiﬁcant interest to
policymakers, higher education leaders and key stakeholders.

REDISTRIBUTION, INEQUALITY, AND GROWTH
International Monetary Fund The Fund has recognized in recent years that one
cannot separate issues of economic growth and stability on one hand and equality
on the other. Indeed, there is a strong case for considering inequality and an inability
to sustain economic growth as two sides of the same coin. Central to the Fund’s
mandate is providing advice that will enable members’ economies to grow on a
sustained basis. But the Fund has rightly been cautious about recommending the use
of redistributive policies given that such policies may themselves undercut economic
eﬃciency and the prospects for sustained growth (the so-called “leaky bucket”
hypothesis written about by the famous Yale economist Arthur Okun in the 1970s).
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This SDN follows up the previous SDN on inequality and growth by focusing on the
role of redistribution. It ﬁnds that, from the perspective of the best available
macroeconomic data, there is not a lot of evidence that redistribution has in fact
undercut economic growth (except in extreme cases). One should be careful not to
assume therefore—as Okun and others have—that there is a big tradeoﬀ between
redistribution and growth. The best available macroeconomic data do not support
such a conclusion.

ADAPT AND BE ADEPT
MARKET RESPONSES TO CLIMATE CHANGE
Hoover Press How can markets help us adapt to the challenges of climate change?
Editor Terry L. Anderson brings together this collection of essays featuring the work
of nine leading policy analysts, who argue that market forces are just as important
as government regulation in shaping climate policy—and should be at the heart of
our response to helping societies adapt to climate change. Anderson notes in his
introduction that most current climate policies such as the Paris Agreement require
hard-to-enforce collective action and focus on reducing or mitigating greenhouse
gases rather than adapting to their negative eﬀects. Adaptive actions can typically
deliver much more, faster and more cheaply than any realistic climate policy. The
authors tackle a range of issues: the hidden costs of renewable energy sources, the
political obstacles surrounding climate change policy, insurance and ﬁnancial
instruments for pricing risk of exposure to the eﬀects of climate change, and more.
Reliance on emerging renewable energies and a carbon tax are not enough to
prevent the eﬀects of global warming, they argue. We must encourage more private
action and market incentives to adapt to a rapidly changing climate.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT REPORT 2016
THE ROLE OF TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION IN INCLUSIVE AND
SUSTAINABLE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
United Nations This report looks at how technology and innovation achieves inclusive
and sustainable industrial development (ISID). Its main ﬁnding is that ISID is feasible
and technology can simultaneously serve all three dimensions of sustainability,
including economic, social and environmental. Rapid inclusive and sustainable
industrialization can happen more frequently provided that policymakers ﬁrmly steer
the industrialization process with opportune policies and avoid past mistakes. In
some cases, the spread of technology has not materialized in concrete growth
opportunities because of the lack of technological capabilities. Innovation needs to
be supported by interventions strengthening the process from invention to adoption,
as capabilities are developed and high tech manufacturing sectors are created,
seeing higher rates of sustainable growth.

RECENT ADVANCES IN INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION
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TECHNOLOGY 2019
PROCEEDINGS OF THE 15TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
COMPUTING AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (IC2IT 2019)
Springer This book presents the latest research on computer recognition systems.
Over the last few years, computer scientists, engineers and users have been
confronted with rapid changes in computer interfaces and in the abilities of the
machines and the services available. And this is just the beginning: based on recent
research ﬁndings, we can expect more signiﬁcant advances and challenges in the
next decade. Achievements in the area of artiﬁcial intelligence have made an
important major contribution to these developments: Machine learning, natural
language processing, speech recognition, image and video processing are just some
of the major research and engineering directions that have made autonomous
driving, language assistants, automatic translation and answering systems as well as
other innovative applications such as more human-oriented interfaces possible.
Those developments also reﬂect economic changes in the world, which are
increasingly dominated by the needs of enhanced globalization, international
cooperation (including its competitive aspects) and emerging global problems.

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION AND PUBLIC POLICY - 5
VOLUME SET
Routledge Now in its third edition, Encyclopedia of Public Administration and Public
Policy remains the deﬁnitive source for article-length presentations spanning the
ﬁelds of public administration and public policy. It includes entries for: Budgeting
Bureaucracy Conﬂict resolution Countries and regions Court administration Gender
issues Health care Human resource management Law Local government Methods
Organization Performance Policy areas Policy-making process Procurement State
government Theories This revamped ﬁve-volume edition is a reconceptualization of
the ﬁrst edition by Jack Rabin. It incorporates over 225 new entries and over 100
revisions, including a range of contributions and updates from the renowned
academic and practitioner leaders of today as well as the next generation of top
scholars. The entries address topics in clear and coherent language and include
references to additional sources for further study.

THE FOURTH INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION
Currency Between the 18th and 19th centuries, Britain experienced massive leaps in
technological, scientiﬁc, and economical advancement

LAND LAW AND THE EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRIES
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES IN AFRICA
Bloomsbury Publishing This book analyses the nexus between land access and the
extractive industries in Africa, speciﬁcally highlighting the gaps in energy, land and
mining laws and the practical solutions needed to settle the increasing number of
land disputes in resource-rich areas. Access to land is essential for the successful
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operation of energy and mining projects. However, there are often social,
environmental and economic issues associated with acquiring land for these
projects. Socially, many people are relocated; economically, local communities are
not given adequate compensation; environmentally, pollution negatively impacts on
the agricultural and ﬁshing industries relied on by over 80% of the local
communities. Against this stark background, and drawing from the author's ﬁeldwork
research, this book addresses the important question of whether the diﬀerent land
tenure systems, coupled with administration and registration procedures, are
adequate to address the increasing land disputes in oil and mineral-rich African
countries.

COUNSELING 21ST CENTURY STUDENTS FOR OPTIMAL COLLEGE AND
CAREER READINESS
A 9TH–12TH GRADE CURRICULUM
Routledge This second edition presents an updated action-based curriculum for high
school counselors that will meet the needs of 21st century students, helping to foster
their growth and engage them in learning what they need to succeed beyond high
school. This book takes a comprehensive, developmental approach, focusing on
9th-12th grade students rather than solely on those in 11th and 12th grade. It
provides a model for developing and enhancing a successful college advising oﬃce
as well as essential advice on methods of working with parents. Speciﬁc topics
discussed include successful transition to 9th grade, using technology in the college
and career advising process, assisting and advising students in college research and
application, and helping seniors make successful transitions to college. There is also
a special focus on students in urban and rural schools to enable them to have the
same enriched experiences in their college and career advising program as those
students in private and suburban schools. The curriculum is geared for use by school
counselors, college advisors, and readers in graduate counseling student courses.
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