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Art and Religion in Africa
A&C Black Africa's religious and artistic traditions constitute a primary example of its intellectual and cultural vitality. Artistic works play a vital role - especially where oral
traditions dominate - in communicating ideas about the relationship between the human, spiritual and natural worlds. This work is a comparative study of Africa's visual and
performing arts, concentrating on their geographical, material and gendered diversity, and focusing on the relation of these arts to African religion. The author combines
ethnographic and art-historical methodology but does not assume any prior knowledge of African art or African religion. The text seeks a greater understanding of the philosophical
and religious aspects of African art, thus challenging western perceptions of what is "important" in terms of artistic representation. This approach reveals the transformative
capacities and multi-dimensionality of African art. The work also highlights the changes brought about by Christianity, Islam and the newer religious movements in post-colonial
Africa.

The Power of Black Music
Interpreting Its History from Africa to the United States
Oxford University Press When Jimi Hendrix transﬁxed the crowds of Woodstock with his gripping version of "The Star Spangled Banner," he was building on a foundation reaching
back, in part, to the revolutionary guitar playing of Howlin' Wolf and the other great Chicago bluesmen, and to the Delta blues tradition before him. But in its unforgettable
introduction, followed by his unaccompanied "talking" guitar passage and inserted calls and responses at key points in the musical narrative, Hendrix's performance of the national
anthem also hearkened back to a tradition even older than the blues, a tradition rooted in the rings of dance, drum, and song shared by peoples across Africa. Bold and original, The
Power of Black Music oﬀers a new way of listening to the music of black America, and appreciating its profound contribution to all American music. Striving to break down the
barriers that remain between high art and low art, it brilliantly illuminates the centuries-old linkage between the music, myths and rituals of Africa and the continuing evolution and
enduring vitality of African-American music. Inspired by the pioneering work of Sterling Stuckey and Henry Louis Gates, Jr., author Samuel A. Floyd, Jr, advocates a new critical
approach grounded in the forms and traditions of the music itself. He accompanies readers on a fascinating journey from the African ring, through the ring shout's powerful merging
of music and dance in the slave culture, to the funeral parade practices of the early new Orleans jazzmen, the bluesmen in the twenties, the beboppers in the forties, and the free
jazz, rock, Motown, and concert hall composers of the sixties and beyond. Floyd dismisses the assumption that Africans brought to the United States as slaves took the music of
whites in the New World and transformed it through their own performance practices. Instead, he recognizes European inﬂuences, while demonstrating how much black music has
continued to share with its African counterparts. Floyd maintains that while African Americans may not have direct knowledge of African traditions and myths, they can intuitively
recognize links to an authentic African cultural memory. For example, in speaking of his grandfather Omar, who died a slave as a young man, the jazz clarinetist Sidney Bechet said,
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"Inside him he'd got the memory of all the wrong that's been done to my people. That's what the memory is....When a blues is good, that kind of memory just grows up inside it."
Grounding his scholarship and meticulous research in his childhood memories of black folk culture and his own experiences as a musician and listener, Floyd maintains that the
memory of Omar and all those who came before and after him remains a driving force in the black music of America, a force with the power to enrich cultures the world over.

The Wiley-Blackwell Companion to African Religions
John Wiley & Sons The Wiley-Blackwell Companion to African Religions brings together a team of international scholars to create a single-volume resource on the religious beliefs
and practices of the peoples in Africa. Oﬀers broad coverage of issues relating to African religions, considering experiences in indigenous, Christian, and Islamic traditions across
the continent Contributors are from a variety of ﬁelds, ensuring the volume oﬀers multidisciplinary perspectives Explores methodological approaches to religion from
anthropological, philosophical, and historical perspectives Provides insights into the historical developments in African religions, as well as contemporary issues such as the
development of African-initiated churches, neo traditional religions, and Pentecostalism Discusses important topics at the intersection of culture and religion in Africa, including the
arts, health, politics, globalization, gender relations, and the economy

African American Religion
Oxford University Press (UK) "African American Religion oﬀers a provocative historical and philosophical treatment of the religious life of African Americans. Glaude argues that the
phrase "African American religion" is meaningful only insofar as it singles out the distinctive waysreligion has been leveraged by African Americans to respond to diﬀerent racial
regimes in the United States. That bold claim frames how he reads the historical record. Slavery, Jim Crow, and current appeals to color blindness serve as a backdrop for
histreatment of conjure, African American Christianity and Islam"--

African Artists
From 1882 to Now
Phaidon Press In recent years Africa's booming art scene has gained substantial global attention, with a growing number of international exhibitions and a stronger-than-ever
presence on the art market worldwide. Here, for the ﬁrst time, is the most substantial survey to date of modern and contemporary African-born or Africa-based artists. Working with
a panel of experts, this volume builds on the success of Phaidon's bestselling Great Women Artists in re-writing a more inclusive and diverse version of art history.

African Religions: A Very Short Introduction
Oxford University Press What are African religions? African Religions: A Very Short Introduction answers this question by examining primarily indigenous religious traditions on the
African continent, as well as exploring Christianity and Islam. It focuses on the diversity of ethnic groups, languages, cultures, and worldviews, emphasizing the continent's regional
diversity. Olupona examines a wide range of African religious traditions on their own terms and in their social, cultural, and political contexts. For example, the book moves beyond
ethnographic descriptions and interpretations of core beliefs and practices to look at how African religion has engaged issues of socioeconomic development and power relations.
Olupona examines the myths and sacred stories about the origins of the universe that deﬁne ethnic groups and national identities throughout Africa. He also discusses spiritual
agents in the African cosmos such as God, spirits, and ancestors. In addition to myths and deities, Olupona focuses on the people central to African religions, including medicine
men and women, rainmakers, witches, magicians, and divine kings, and how they serve as authority ﬁgures and intermediaries between the social world and the cosmic realm.
African Religions: A Very Short Introduction discusses a wide variety of religious practices, including music and dance, calendrical rituals and festivals, celebrations for the gods'
birthdays, and rituals accompanying stages of life such as birth, puberty, marriage, elderhood, and death. In addition to exploring indigenous religions, Olupona examines the ways
Islam and Christianity as outside traditions encountered indigenous African religion. He shows how these incoming faith traditions altered the face and the future of indigenous
African religions as well as how indigenous religions shaped two world religions in Africa and the diaspora. Olupona draws on archaeological and historical sources, as well as
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ethnographic materials based on ﬁeldwork. He shows that African religions are not static traditions, but have responded to changes within their local communities and to ﬂuxes
caused by outside inﬂuences, and spread with diaspora and migration.

The Art of Conversion
Christian Visual Culture in the Kingdom of Kongo
UNC Press Books Between the sixteenth and the nineteenth centuries, the west central African kingdom of Kongo practiced Christianity and actively participated in the Atlantic
world as an independent, cosmopolitan realm. Drawing on an expansive and largely unpublished set of objects, images, and documents, Cecile Fromont examines the advent of
Kongo Christian visual culture and traces its development across four centuries marked by war, the Atlantic slave trade, and, ﬁnally, the rise of nineteenth-century European
colonialism. By oﬀering an extensive analysis of the religious, political, and artistic innovations through which the Kongo embraced Christianity, Fromont approaches the country's
conversion as a dynamic process that unfolded across centuries. The African kingdom's elite independently and gradually intertwined old and new, local and foreign religious
thought, political concepts, and visual forms to mold a novel and constantly evolving Kongo Christian worldview. Fromont sheds light on the cross-cultural exchanges between
Africa, Europe, and Latin America that shaped the early modern world, and she outlines the religious, artistic, and social background of the countless men and women displaced by
the slave trade from central Africa to all corners of the Atlantic world.

The Oxford Handbook of Religion and the Arts
Oxford University Press Nearly every form of religion or spirituality has a vital connection with art. Religions across the world, from Hinduism and Buddhism to Eastern Orthodox
Christianity, have been involved over the centuries with a rich array of artistic traditions, both sacred and secular. In its uniquelymulti-dimensional consideration of the topic, The
Oxford Handbook of Religion and the Arts provides expert guidance to artistry and aesthetic theory in religion.The Handbook oﬀers nearly forty original essays by an international
team of leading scholars on the main topics, issues, methods, and resources for the study of religious and theological aesthetics. The volume ranges from antiquity to the present
day to examine religious and artistic imagination,fears of idolatry, aesthetics in worship, and the role of art in social transformation and in popular religion - covering a full array of
forms of media, from music and poetry to architecture and ﬁlm. An authoritative text for scholars and students, The Oxford Handbook of Religion and the Arts will remain an
invaluable resource for years to come.

Painting the Gospel
Black Public Art and Religion in Chicago
University of Illinois Press Innovative and lavishly illustrated, Painting the Gospel oﬀers an indispensable contribution to conversations about African American art, theology,
politics, and identity in Chicago. Kymberly N. Pinder escorts readers on an eye-opening odyssey to the murals, stained glass, and sculptures dotting the city's African American
churches and neighborhoods. Moving from Chicago's oldest black Christ ﬁgure to contemporary religious street art, Pinder explores ideas like blackness in public, art for black
communities, and the relationship of Afrocentric art to Black Liberation Theology. She also focuses attention on art excluded from scholarship due to racial or religious particularity.
Throughout, she reﬂects on the myriad ways private black identities assert public and political goals through imagery. Painting the Gospel includes maps and tour itineraries that
allow readers to make conceptual, historical, and geographical connections among the works.
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Introduction to African Religion
Heinemann This popular introduction has been revised and updated to include a section on African proverbs, new photographs, and a fully expanded reading list.

Kenyan, Christian, Queer
Religion, LGBT Activism, and Arts of Resistance in Africa
Penn State Press Popular narratives cite religion as the driving force behind homophobia in Africa, portraying Christianity and LGBT expression as incompatible. Without denying
Christianity’s contribution to the stigma, discrimination, and exclusion of same-sex-attracted and gender-variant people on the continent, Adriaan van Klinken presents an
alternative narrative, foregrounding the ways in which religion also appears as a critical site of LGBT activism. Taking up the notion of “arts of resistance,” Kenyan, Christian, Queer
presents four case studies of grassroots LGBT activism through artistic and creative expressions—including the literary and cultural work of Binyavanga Wainaina, the “Same Love”
music video produced by gay gospel musician George Barasa, the Stories of Our Lives anthology project, and the LGBT-aﬃrming Cosmopolitan Aﬃrming Church. Through these case
studies, Van Klinken demonstrates how Kenyan traditions, black African identities, and Christian beliefs and practices are being navigated, appropriated, and transformed in order
to allow for queer Kenyan Christian imaginations. Transdisciplinary in scope and poignantly intimate in tone, Kenyan, Christian, Queer opens up critical avenues for rethinking the
nature and future of the relationship between Christianity and queer activism in Kenya and elsewhere in Africa.

Elements of African Traditional Religion
A Textbook for Students of Comparative Religion
Wipf and Stock Publishers African Traditional religion (ATR) is one of the world religions with a great people and a great past. It is embraced by Africans within and outside the
continent despite the various ethnic religious practices and beliefs. This book highlights and discusses the common elements which introduce African Traditional Religion as one
uniﬁed religion and not a collection of religions. The major focus of the book is discussing the need for studying ATR in twenty-ﬁrst-century Africa whereby globalization and multiculture are prominent phenomena. Why should we study the religion of indigenous Africans in this age? In response to this question, the book argues that since ATR is part of the
African people's culture, there is a need to understand this cultural background in order to contextualize Christian theology. Using some illustrations from Nyumbanitu worship
shrine located at Njombe in Tanzania, the book purports that there is a need to understand African people's worldview, their understanding of God, their religious values, symbols
and rituals in order to enhance meaningful dialogue between Christianity and African people's current worldview. In this case, the book is important for students of comparative
religion in universities and colleges who strive to understand the various religions and their practices.

African Traditions in the Study of Religion in Africa
Emerging Trends, Indigenous Spirituality and the Interface with other World Religions
Routledge The historiography of African religions and religions in Africa presents a remarkable shift from the study of 'Africa as Object' to 'Africa as Subject', thus translating the
subject from obscurity into the global community of the academic study of religion. This book presents a unique multidisciplinary exploration of African traditions in the study of
religion in Africa and the new African diaspora. The book is structured under three main sections - Emerging trends in the teaching of African Religions; Indigenous Thought and
Spirituality; and Christianity, Hinduism and Islam. Contributors drawn from diverse African and global contexts situate current scholarly traditions of the study of African religions
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within the purview of academic encounter and exchanges with non-African scholars and non-African contexts. African scholars enrich the study of religions from their respective
academic and methodological orientations. Jacob Kehinde Olupona stands out as a pioneer in the socio-scientiﬁc interpretation of African indigenous religion and religions in Africa.
This book is to his honour and marks his immense contribution to an emerging ﬁeld of study and research.

Religion and Art
U of Nebraska Press "One might say that where Religion becomes artiﬁcial, it is reserved for Art to save the spirit of religion." With these words Richard Wagner began "Religion and
Art" (1880), one of his most passionate essays. That passion made Wagner himself a central icon in the growing cult of art. Wagner felt that he lived in an age of spiritual crisis. "It
can but rouse our apprehension, to see the progress of the art-of-war departing from the springs of moral force, and turning more and more to the mechanical," he wrote. In
response to the frightening progress of dynamite and steel, Wagner adopted the role of the Tone Poet Seer, who reveals the inexpressible in concert halls and cleanses souls in
waves of symhonic revelation. "Religion and Art" is the pivot of the works collected here. Also included are his deﬁning essays "Public and Popularity" and "The Public in Time and
Space"; his papers relating to the creation of the Bayreuth School; his complaint against publishers, "On Poetry and Composition" (1879); his article on the ﬁrst production of
Parsifal (1882); and other works that speak his mind about strengthening the spirit through music. These works participated in the duel between Wagner and Nietzsche that ensued
after the breakup of their friendship in 1878. Nietzsche publicly called Wagner an incurable romantic, emphasizing how sick he thought both Wagner and his art were. Here Wagner
counterattacks with arch innuendo and sarcasm. This edition includes the complete volume 6 of the 1897 translation of Wagner's works commissioned by the London Wagner
Society. William Ashton Ellis is one of the most important translators of nineteenth-century musicology. In addition to his monumental translation of Wagner's prose works, he
translated Wagner's correspondence with Franz Lizst, Mathilde Wesendonck, and Wagner's own family. Ellis died in 1919.

Art and Religion in Africa
A&C Black Annotation. Explores the interactive and interdependent relationship between art and religion in Africa, challenging Western perceptions of what is "important" in the
continent's visual and performing arts. Case studies and examples reﬂect the geographical and gendered diversity of the arts and highlight changes imposed by Christianity, Islam,
and the newer religious movements in post-colonial Africa. Includes bandw photos and illustrations and a few color photos. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR.

Santería Enthroned
Art, Ritual, and Innovation in an Afro-Cuban Religion
Routledge Ever since its emergence in colonial-era Cuba, Afro-Cuban Santería (or Lucumí) has displayed a complex dynamic of continuity and change in its institutions, rituals, and
iconography. Originally published in 2003 Santería Enthroned combines art, history, cultural anthropology, and ethnohistory to show how Africans and their descendants have
developed novel forms of religious practice in the face of relentless oppression. Focusing on the royal throne as a potent metaphor in Santería belief and practice it shows how
negotiations among ideologically competing interests have shaped the religion’s symbols, rituals, and institutions from the nineteenth century to the present. Rich case studies of
change in Cuba and the United States, including a New Jersey temple and South Carolina’s Oyotunji Village, reveal patterns of innovation similar to those found among rival Yoruba
kingdoms in Nigeria. Throughout, the book argues for a theoretical perspective on culture as a ﬁeld of potential strategies and "usuable pasts" that actors draw upon to craft new
forms and identities – a perspective that will be invaluable to all students of the African Diaspora.

African Religion Deﬁned
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A Systematic Study of Ancestor Worship among the Akan
University Press of America African religion is ancestor worship; that is, funeral preparations, burial of the dead with ceremony and pomp, belief in eternal existence of souls of the
dead as ancestors, periodic remembrance of ancestors, and belief that they inﬂuence the aﬀairs of their living descendants. Whether called Akw?sidai, Homowo, Voodoo, Nyant?r
(Aboakyir), CandomblZ, or Santeria in Africa or the African Diaspora, ancestor worship centers on the ancestors and deities. This makes it a tenably viable religion, because living
descendants are genetically linked to their ancestors. The author, a traditional king and professor, studies the Akan in Ghana to demonstrate that ancestor worship is as pragmatic,
systematic, theological, teleological, soteriological — with a highly trained clerical body and elders as mediators — and symbolic as any other religion in the world. Ancestor worship
follows prescribed rites and rituals, formulas, precepts for ritual eﬃcacy, and festivities of honor with music and dances to provoke ancestors and deities into joining in the
celebration.

African Traditional Religion in South Africa
An Annotated Bibliography
ABC-CLIO A comprehensive guide to the indigenous religious heritage of South Africa that reviews the literature and provides introductory essays and detailed annotations that
deﬁne the ﬁeld of study.

African Traditional Religion in the Modern World, 2d ed.
McFarland African traditional religion encompasses a variety of non-dogmatic, spiritual practices followed by millions around the world. Some scholars argue it is related to the
Nubian religion of Egypt’s Dynastic Period. In an expanded second edition, this book examines the nature of African traditional religion and describes common attributes of various
cultural belief systems, with an emphasis on West Africa. Principal elements studied include sacriﬁce, salvation and culture, modes of revelation, divination, and African resilience in
the face of invasion and colonization. The religious experiences of black people throughout the Americas are also covered. The author ﬁnds the cosmology, symbolism and rituals of
the Yoruba culture to be the fundamental bases of African traditional religion, and draws similarities between the oral and written literature of West Africans and that of New World
practitioners. The inﬂuence of Islam and Christianity is also discussed. Instructors considering this book for use in a course may request an examination copy here.

Encyclopedia of African Religion
SAGE Collects almost ﬁve hundred entries that cover the African response to spirituality, taboos, ethics, sacred space, and objects.

Of Life and Health
The Language of Art and Religion in an African Medical System
Berghahn Books An anthropological study of the health system of the Dagara people of northern Ghana and southern Burkina Faso, Of Life and Health develops a cultural and
epistemological lexicon of Dagara life by examining its religious, ritual, and artistic expressions. Consisting of ethnographic descriptions and analyses of six Dagara cultic
institutions, each of which deals with diﬀerent aspects of sustaining and transmitting life, the volume gives a holistic account of the Dagara knowledge system.
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Hinduism and the Religious Arts
A&C Black The roots between the Hindu religion and the wider culture are deep and uniquely complex. No study of either ancient or contemporary Indian culture can be undertaken
without a clear understanding of Hindu visual arts and their sources in religious belief and practice. Deﬁning what is meant by religion - no such term exists in Sanskrit - and what is
understood by Hindu ideals of beauty, Heather Elgood provides the best synthesis and critical study of recent scholarship on the topic. In addition, this book oﬀers critical
background information for anyone interested in the social and anthropological roots of artistic creativity, as well as the rites, practices and beliefs of the hundreds of millions of
Hindus in the world today.

Religion, Culture and Spirituality in Africa and the African Diaspora
Routledge Studies in Religion "Birthed in Ghana during a roundtable style dialogue between scholars from around the world, this third TRRR [Transatlantic Roundtable on Religion
and Race] volume focuses on the religions and spirituality of African descendants."--Chapter 1.

Black Magic
Religion and the African American Conjuring Tradition
Univ of California Press "Chireau has written a marvelous text on an important dimension of African American religious culture. Expanding beyond the usual focus of scholarship on
Christianity, she describes and analyzes the world of magical-medical-religious practice, challenging hallowed distinctions among "religion" and "magic." Anyone interested in
African American religion will need to reckon seriously with Chireau's text on conjure."—Albert J. Raboteau, Princeton University "Deprived of their own traditions and deﬁned as
chattel, enslaved Africans formed a new orientation in America. Conjuring—operating alongside of and within both the remnants of African culture and the acquired traditions of
North America—served as a theoretical and practical mode of deciphering and divining within this, enabling them to create an alternate meaning of life in the New World. Chireau's
is the ﬁrst full-scale treatment of this important dimension of African American culture and religion. A wonderful book!"—Charles H. Long, Professor of History of Religions University
of California, Santa Barbara and author of Signiﬁcations: Signs, Symbols and Images in the Interpretation of Religion

Religion As a Social Determinant of Public Health
Oxford University Press Leading scholars in the social sciences, public health and religion examine the embodied sacred practices of the world's religions, the history of alignment
and tension between religious and public health institutions and the role of religious institutions in health and development eﬀorts around the globe.

Nubia and Abyssinia
Comprehending Their Civil History, Antiquities, Arts, Religion, Literature, and Natural
History
Edinburgh : Oliver & Boyd ; London : Simpkin & Marshall
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Religion as Art
Guadalupe, Orishas, and Suﬁ
These essays explore the relationship between religious practice and the arts in three diﬀerent world cultures.

Religious Plurality in Africa
Essays in Honour of John S. Mbiti
Walter de Gruyter The series Religion and Society (RS) contributes to the exploration of religions as social systems – both in Western and non-Western societies; in particular, it
examines religions in their diﬀerentiation from, and intersection with, other cultural systems, such as art, economy, law and politics. Due attention is given to paradigmatic case or
comparative studies that exhibit a clear theoretical orientation with the empirical and historical data of religion and such aspects of religion as ritual, the religious imagination,
constructions of tradition, iconography, or media. In addition, the formation of religious communities, their construction of identity, and their relation to society and the wider public
are key issues of this series.

Religion and the Arts: History and Method
BRILL In Religion and the Arts: History and Method, Diane Apostolos-Cappadona analyses the origins and methodological journey of this ﬁeld though concerns with repatriation,
museum exhibitions, and globalization, to oﬀer an indispensable introduction to study of the ﬁeld.

African Traditional Religion
Infobase Publishing Explores the many manifestations of African religious belief and their expressions, in the past and in the present, as well as the hopes for the future.

Women and Religion in the African Diaspora
Knowledge, Power, and Performance
JHU Press This landmark collection of newly commissioned essays explores how diverse women of African descent have practiced religion as part of the work of their ordinary and
sometimes extraordinary lives. By examining women from North America, the Caribbean, Brazil, and Africa, the contributors identify the patterns that emerge as women, religion,
and diaspora intersect, mapping fresh approaches to this emergent ﬁeld of inquiry. The volume focuses on issues of history, tradition, and the authenticity of African-derived
spiritual practices in a variety of contexts, including those where memories of suﬀering remain fresh and powerful. The contributors discuss matters of power and leadership and of
religious expressions outside of institutional settings. The essays study women of Christian denominations, African and Afro-Caribbean traditions, and Islam, addressing their roles
as spiritual leaders, artists and musicians, preachers, and participants in bible-study groups. This volume's transnational mixture, along with its use of creative analytical
approaches, challenges existing paradigms and summons new models for studying women, religions, and diasporic shiftings across time and space.
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Religion, Culture and Spirituality in Africa and the African Diaspora
Routledge Religion, Culture and Spirituality in Africa and the African Diaspora explores the ways in which religious ideas and beliefs continue to play a crucial role in the lives of
people of African descent. The chapters in this volume use historical and contemporary examples to show how people of African descent develop and engage with spiritual rituals,
organizations and practices to make sense of their lives, challenge injustices and creatively express their spiritual imaginings. This book poses and answers the following critical
questions: To what extent are ideas of spirituality emanating from Africa and the diaspora still inﬂuenced by an African aesthetic? What impact has globalisation had on spiritual
and cultural identities of peoples on African descendant peoples? And what is the utility of the practices and social organizations that house African spiritual expression in tackling
social, political cultural and economic inequities? The essays in this volume reveal how spirituality weaves and intersects with issues of gender, class, sexuality and race across
Africa and the diaspora. It will appeal to researchers and postgraduate students interested in the study of African religions, race and religion, sociology of religion and
anthropology.

Law, Religion and the Environment in Africa
African Sun Media This volume explores themes of ecotheology, ecofeminism, environmental pollution and degradation, climate change, human and environmental rights,
sustainable development, human-animal relations through totem and taboo, sacred sites and spaces, and other environmental topics in ways that add immeasurably to the study of
African environmentalisms and the interaction of law and religion. In terms of religion, the capability of humans not only to sin and destroy the earth, but also to repair and redeem
it, is very much in evidence across Christianity, Islam and Africa’s many indigenous religious and cultural traditions. In terms of law, the need for eﬀective policies and for states and
governments to work with indigenous groups and communities towards environmental solutions is also apparent.

Religion, Art, and Visual Culture
A Cross-Cultural Reader
Palgrave Macmillan Religion, Art, and Visual Culture gathers together the most current scholarship on art, religion, visual culture, and cultural studies. The book approaches the
study of world religions through the human, meaning-making activity of seeing. The essays move between speciﬁc visual subjects (painting, landscape gardens, calligraphy,
architecture, mass media) and the broader theoretical discourses relevant to religion and the wider humanities today. Topics covered include art and perception; the iconicity of
Jesus Christ; the relation of word and image in Islam and divine images in India.

Symbols in Arts, Religion and Culture
The Soul of Nature
Cambridge Scholars Publishing We are a product of nature. Every single cell of our body is made of, and depends, on nature. Our inner soul is heavily inﬂuenced by nature. We feel
sad if the sun is not shining for a few days, and feel pleasure when drawn to the wonder of ﬂowers and uplifted by the song of birds. We came from nature; we are part of nature. In
short, we are nature. Nature has been an intimate part of the human experience from the earliest times. Diﬀerent religions and cultures, from all corners of the world, have
honoured and worshipped nature in art, ritual and literature in their own unique ways. This book shows how we learn about our own human nature, our own sense of identity and
how we ﬁt into the larger scheme of life and spirit when we come to better understand how our human ancestors, through art, symbol and myth, expressed their relationship with
the natural world.
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Religions in Contemporary Africa
An Introduction
Routledge Religions in Contemporary Africa is an accessible and comprehensive introduction to the three main religious traditions on the African continent, African indigenous
religions, Christianity and Islam. The book provides a historical overview of these important traditions and focuses on the roles they play in African societies today. It includes social,
cultural and political case studies from across the continent on the following topical issues: Witchcraft and modernity Power and politics Conﬂict and peace Media and popular
culture Development Human rights Illness and health Gender and sexuality With suggestions for further reading, discussion questions, illustrations and a list of glossary terms this
is the ideal textbook for students in religion, African studies and adjacent ﬁelds approaching this subject area for the ﬁrst time.

Women and Religion in the African Diaspora
Knowledge, Power, and Performance
JHU Press This landmark collection of newly commissioned essays explores how diverse women of African descent have practiced religion as part of the work of their ordinary and
sometimes extraordinary lives. By examining women from North America, the Caribbean, Brazil, and Africa, the contributors identify the patterns that emerge as women, religion,
and diaspora intersect, mapping fresh approaches to this emergent ﬁeld of inquiry. The volume focuses on issues of history, tradition, and the authenticity of African-derived
spiritual practices in a variety of contexts, including those where memories of suﬀering remain fresh and powerful. The contributors discuss matters of power and leadership and of
religious expressions outside of institutional settings. The essays study women of Christian denominations, African and Afro-Caribbean traditions, and Islam, addressing their roles
as spiritual leaders, artists and musicians, preachers, and participants in bible-study groups. This volume's transnational mixture, along with its use of creative analytical
approaches, challenges existing paradigms and summons new models for studying women, religions, and diasporic shiftings across time and space.

African Traditional Religion in the Modern World, 2d ed.
McFarland African traditional religion encompasses a variety of non-dogmatic, spiritual practices followed by millions around the world. Some scholars argue it is related to the
Nubian religion of Egypt's Dynastic Period. In an expanded second edition, this book examines the nature of African traditional religion and describes common attributes of various
cultural belief systems, with an emphasis on West Africa. Principal elements studied include sacriﬁce, salvation and culture, mores of revelation, divination, and African resilience in
the face of invasion and colonization. The religious experiences of black people throughout the Americas are also covered. The author ﬁnds the cosmology, symbolism and rituals of
the Yoruba culture to be the fundamental bases of African traditional religion, and draws similarities between the oral and written literature of West Africans and that of New World
practitioners. The inﬂuence of Islam and Christianity is also discussed.

Perspectives on Method and Theory in the Study of Religion
Adjunct Proceedings of the XVIIth Congress of the International Association for the
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History of Religions, Mexico City, 1995
BRILL This volume is the adjunct proceedings on methodology from the XVIIth Congress of the International Association for the History of Religions, held in Mexico City in 1995.
Taken together, the essays present a thorough and coherent perspective on studying religion as an item of human culture.

Faith and Reason
Clarendon Press Richard Swinburne presents a new edition of the ﬁnal volume of his acclaimed trilogy on philosophical theology. Faith and Reason is a self-standing examination of
the implications for religious faith of Swinburne's famous arguments about the coherence of theism and the existence of God. By practising a particular religion, a person seeks to
achieve some or all of three goals - that he worships and obeys God, gains salvation for himself, and helps others to attain their salvation. But not all religions commend worship,
and diﬀerent religions have diﬀerent conceptions of salvation. Faced with these diﬀerences, Richard Swinburne argues that we should practice that religion which has the best goals
and is more probably true than the creeds of other religions. He proposes criteria by which to determine the probabilities of diﬀerent religious creeds, and he argues that, while
requiring total commitment, faith does not demand fully convinced belief. While maintaining the same structure and conclusions as the original classic, this second edition has been
substantially rewritten, both in order to relate its ideas more closely to those of classical theologians and philosophers and to respond to more recent views. In particular he
discusses, and ultimately rejects, the view of Alvin Plantinga that the 'warrant' of a belief depends on the process which produced it, and John Hick's contention that all religions
oﬀer valid paths to salvation.
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