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FIRESTORM
THE BOMBING OF DRESDEN 1945
Random House On the night of 13 and 14 February 1945, the RAF bombed the city of Dresden, causing devastating
ﬁres which obliterated the historic city centre and killed many thousands of people. Sixty years later these raids
remain one of the most notorious, and also one of the most controversial, episodes in the history of the Second World
War. "Firestorm: The Bombing of Dresden 1945" assembles a cast of distinguished scholars, including Sebastian Cox,
Nicola Lambourne, Soenke Neitzel, Richard Overy and Hew Strachan, to review the origins, conduct, and consequences
of the raids. Each contributor writes from his or her own perspective, oﬀering the reader a panoramic reassessment of
the evidence and the issues, including the question of whether or not the bombing of the city constitutes a war crime.
"Firestorm" cogently demonstrates the reasons why Dresden has come to symbolise the military and ethical questions
involved in the waging of total war.

FIRESTORM
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ALLIED AIRPOWER AND THE DESTRUCTION OF DRESDEN
Random House On February 13 and 14, 1945, three successive waves of British and U.S. aircraft rained down
thousands of tons of high explosive and incendiary bombs on the largely undefended German city of Dresden. Night
and day, Dresden was engulfed in a vast sea of ﬂame, a ﬁrestorm that generated 1,500-degree temperatures and
hurricane-force winds. Thousands suﬀocated in underground shelters where they had ﬂed to escape the inferno above.
The ﬁerce winds pulled thousands more into the center of the ﬁrestorm, where they were incinerated. By the time the
ﬁres burned themselves out, many days later, a great city–known as “the Florence on the Elbe”–lay in ruins, and tens
of thousands, almost all of them civilians, lay dead. In Firestorm, Marshall De Bruhl re-creates the drama and horror of
the Dresden bombing and oﬀers the most cogent appraisal yet of the tactics, weapons, strategy, and rationale for the
controversial attack. Using new research and contemporary reports, as well as eyewitness stories of the devastation,
De Bruhl directly addresses many long-unresolved questions relating to the bombing: Why did the strike occur when
the Allies’ victory was seemingly so imminent? Was choosing a city choked with German refugees a punitive decision,
intended to humiliate a nation? What, if any, strategic importance did Dresden have? How much did the desire to send
a “message”–to Imperial Japan or the advancing Soviet armies–factor into the decision to ﬁrebomb the city? Beyond De
Bruhl’s analysis of the moral implications and historical ramiﬁcations of the attack, he examines how Nazi and Allied
philosophies of airpower evolved prior to Dresden, particularly the shift toward “morale bombing” and the targeting of
population centers as a strategic objective. He also proﬁles the architects and prime movers of strategic bombing and
aerial warfare, among them aviation pioneer Billy Mitchell, RAF air marshal Sir Arthur “Bomber” Harris, and the
American commander, General Carl Spaatz. The passage of time has done nothing to quell the controversy stirred up
by the Dresden raid. It has spawned a plethora of books, documentaries, articles, and works of ﬁction. Firestorm
dispels the myths, refutes the arguments, and oﬀers a dispassionate and clear-eyed look at the decisions made and
the actions taken throughout the bombing campaign against the cities of the Third Reich–a campaign whose most
devastating consequence was the Dresden raid. It is an objective work of history that dares to consider the calculus of
war.

FROM THE ASHES OF THE FIRESTORM
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THE EVOLUTION OF RESPONSES TO THE RAF BOMBING OF DRESDEN IN FEBRUARY 1945
DRESDEN
THE FIRE AND THE DARKNESS
Viking The Sunday Times Top Ten Bestseller 'Powerful . . . there is rage in his ink. McKay's book grips by its passion
and originality. Some 25,000 people perished in the ﬁrestorm that raged through the city. I have never seen it better
described' Max Hastings, Sunday Times Published for the 75th anniversary In February 1945 the Allies obliterated
Dresden, the 'Florence of the Elbe'. Bombs weighing over 1,000 lbs fell every seven and a half seconds and an
estimated 25,000 people were killed. Was Dresden a legitimate military target or was the bombing a last act of
atavistic mass murder in a war already won? From the history of the city to the attack itself, conveyed in a minute-byminute account from the ﬁrst of the ﬂares to the ﬂames reaching almost a mile high - the wind so searingly hot that
the lungs of those in its path were instantly scorched - through the eerie period of reconstruction, bestselling author
Sinclair McKay creates a vast canvas and brings it alive with touching human detail. Along the way we encounter,
among many others across the city, an elderly air-raid warden and his wife vainly striving to keep order amid
devouring ﬂames, a doctor who carried on operating while his home was in ruins, novelist Kurt Vonnegut who never
thought that his own side might want to unleash the roaring ﬁre, and ﬁfteen-year-old Winfried Bielss, who, having
spent the evening ushering refugees, wanted to get home to his stamp collection. Impeccably researched and deeply
moving, McKay uses never-before-seen sources to relate the untold stories of civilians and vividly conveys the texture
of contemporary life. Dresden is invoked as a byword for the illimitable cruelties of war, but with the distance of time,
it is now possible to approach this subject with a much clearer gaze, and with a keener interest in the sorts of lives
that ordinary people lived and lost, or tried to rebuild. Writing with warmth and colour about morality in war, the
instinct for survival, the gravity of mass destruction and the importance of memory, this is a master historian at work.
'Churchill said that if bombing cities was justiﬁed, it was always repugnant. Sinclair McKay has written a shrewd,
humane and balanced account of this most controversial target of the Anglo-American strategic bombing campaign,
the ferocious consequence of the scourge of Nazism' Allan Mallinson, author of Fight to the Finish 'Beautifully-crafted,
elegiac, compelling - Dresden delivers with a dark intensity and incisive compassion rarely equalled. Authentic and
authoritative, a masterpiece of its genre' Damien Lewis, author of Zero Six Bravo 'Compelling . . . Sinclair McKay brings
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a dark subject vividly to life' Keith Lowe, author of Savage Continent 'This is a brilliantly clear, and fair, account of one
of the most notorious and destructive raids in the history aerial warfare. From planning to execution, the story is told
by crucial participants - and the victims who suﬀered so cruelly on the ground from the attack itself and its aftermath'
Robert Fox, author of We Were There

BOMBS OVER BISCAY, BARCELONA AND DRESDEN (1937-1945)
FROM THE SPANISH CIVIL WAR TO THE SECOND WORLD WAR
PUBLICACIONS UNIVERSITAT ROVIRA I VIRGILI Sometimes tragedies that have little to distinguish them from a wide
range of similar events and which can make no claim to record numbers of casualties or destructive impact go down in
history as fundamental and emblematic. This is the case of two of the airstrikes discussed in this volume: Barcelona
and Dresden. Other tragedies, however, are sometimes obscured by circumstances elsewhere. This is the case of the
“other Guernicas”: that is to say, the bombings of Otxandio, Durango and Elorrio in Biscay. They are good examples
not only of the brutality inherent in all wars and of how methods of combat become increasingly barbaric as conﬂicts
wear on but also of the way in which some circumstances push events to the forefront of history and make them
emblematic.

SLAUGHTERHOUSE-FIVE
A NOVEL
Dial Press Trade Paperback A special ﬁftieth anniversary edition of Kurt Vonnegut’s masterpiece, “a desperate,
painfully honest attempt to confront the monstrous crimes of the twentieth century” (Time), featuring a new
introduction by Kevin Powers, author of the National Book Award ﬁnalist The Yellow Birds Selected by the Modern
Library as one of the 100 best novels of all time Slaughterhouse-Five, an American classic, is one of the world’s great
antiwar books. Centering on the infamous World War II ﬁrebombing of Dresden, the novel is the result of what Kurt
Vonnegut described as a twenty-three-year struggle to write a book about what he had witnessed as an American
prisoner of war. It combines historical ﬁction, science ﬁction, autobiography, and satire in an account of the life of Billy
Pilgrim, a barber’s son turned draftee turned optometrist turned alien abductee. As Vonnegut had, Billy experiences
the destruction of Dresden as a POW. Unlike Vonnegut, he experiences time travel, or coming “unstuck in time.” An
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instant bestseller, Slaughterhouse-Five made Kurt Vonnegut a cult hero in American literature, a reputation that only
strengthened over time, despite his being banned and censored by some libraries and schools for content and
language. But it was precisely those elements of Vonnegut’s writing—the political edginess, the genre-bending
inventiveness, the frank violence, the transgressive wit—that have inspired generations of readers not just to look
diﬀerently at the world around them but to ﬁnd the conﬁdence to say something about it. Authors as wide-ranging as
Norman Mailer, John Irving, Michael Crichton, Tim O’Brien, Margaret Atwood, Elizabeth Strout, David Sedaris, Jennifer
Egan, and J. K. Rowling have all found inspiration in Vonnegut’s words. Jonathan Safran Foer has described Vonnegut
as “the kind of writer who made people—young people especially—want to write.” George Saunders has declared
Vonnegut to be “the great, urgent, passionate American writer of our century, who oﬀers us . . . a model of the kind of
compassionate thinking that might yet save us from ourselves.” Fifty years after its initial publication at the height of
the Vietnam War, Vonnegut's portrayal of political disillusionment, PTSD, and postwar anxiety feels as relevant, darkly
humorous, and profoundly aﬀecting as ever, an enduring beacon through our own era’s uncertainties. “Poignant and
hilarious, threaded with compassion and, behind everything, the cataract of a thundering moral statement.”—The
Boston Globe

THE BOMBER MAFIA
A DREAM, A TEMPTATION, AND THE LONGEST NIGHT OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR
Little, Brown A “truly compelling” (Good Morning America) New York Times bestseller that explores how technology
and best intentions collide in the heat of war—from the creator and host of the podcast Revisionist History. In The
Bomber Maﬁa, Malcolm Gladwell weaves together the stories of a Dutch genius and his homemade computer, a band of
brothers in central Alabama, a British psychopath, and pyromaniacal chemists at Harvard to examine one of the
greatest moral challenges in modern American history. Most military thinkers in the years leading up to World War II
saw the airplane as an afterthought. But a small band of idealistic strategists, the “Bomber Maﬁa,” asked: What if
precision bombing could cripple the enemy and make war far less lethal? In contrast, the bombing of Tokyo on the
deadliest night of the war was the brainchild of General Curtis LeMay, whose brutal pragmatism and scorched-earth
tactics in Japan cost thousands of civilian lives, but may have spared even more by averting a planned US invasion. In
The Bomber Maﬁa, Gladwell asks, “Was it worth it?” Things might have gone diﬀerently had LeMay’s predecessor,
General Haywood Hansell, remained in charge. Hansell believed in precision bombing, but when he and Curtis LeMay

5

6

squared oﬀ for a leadership handover in the jungles of Guam, LeMay emerged victorious, leading to the darkest night
of World War II. The Bomber Maﬁa is a riveting tale of persistence, innovation, and the incalculable wages of war.

DRESDEN
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 1945
Harper Collins Published to coincide with the bombing, this dramatic and controversial account completely re-examines
the Allied attack on Dresden For decades it has been assumed that the Allied bombing of Dresden was militarily
unjustiﬁable, an act of rage and retribution for Germany’s ceaseless bombing of London and other parts of England.
Now, Frederick Taylor’s groundbreaking research oﬀers a completely new examination of the facts, and reveals that
Dresden was a highly-militarized city actively involved in the production of military armaments and communications
concealed beneath the cultural elegance for which the city was famous. Incorporating ﬁrst-hand accounts,
contemporaneous press material and memoirs, and never-before-seen government records, Taylor documents
unequivocally the very real military threat Dresden posed, and thus altering forever our view of that attack.

DRESDEN
A SURVIVOR'S STORY, FEBRUARY 1945
A&C Black 'Victor Gregg is the most remarkable spokesman for the war generation' Dan Snow In Slaughterhouse-Five,
Kurt Vonnegut ﬁctionalised his time as a prisoner of war in Dresden in 1945. Vonnegut was imprisoned in a cellar while
the ﬁrestorm raged through the city, wiping out generations of innocent lives. Victor Gregg remained above ground
throughout the ﬁrebombing. This is his true eyewitness account of that week in February 1945. Already a seasoned
soldier with the Riﬂe Brigade, Gregg joined the 10th Parachute Regiment in 1944. He was captured at Arnhem where
he volunteered to be sent to a work camp rather than become another faceless number in the huge POW camps. With
two failed escape attempts under his belt, Gregg was eventually caught sabotaging a factory and sent to Dresden for
execution. Before Gregg could be executed, the British Royal Air Force and the United States Army Air Forces dropped
more than 3,900 tons of high-explosive bombs and incendiary devices on Dresden in four air raids over two days in
February 1945. The resulting ﬁrestorm destroyed six square miles of the city centre. 25,000 people, mostly civilians,
were estimated to have been killed. Post-war discussion of whether or not the attacks were justiﬁed has led to the
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bombing becoming one of the moral questions of the Second World War. In Gregg's ﬁrst-hand narrative, personal and
punchy, he describes the trauma and carnage of the Dresden bombing. After the raid, he spent ﬁve days helping to
recover a city of innocent civilians, thousands of whom had died in the ﬁre storm, trapped underground in human
ovens. As order was restored, his life was once more in danger and he escaped to the east, spending the last weeks of
the war with the Russians.

FIRESTORM
ALLIED AIRPOWER AND THE DESTRUCTION OF DRESDEN
Random House Incorporated An in-depth account of the mammoth February 1945 air raid over the German medieval
city of Dresden by British and American forces describes the devastation in the wake of the unprecedented ferocity of
the attack and the reasons behind it, drawing on eyewitness accounts of those who survived it. 25,000 ﬁrst printing.

THE BURNING BLUE
A NEW HISTORY OF THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN
Faber & Faber It was, of course, the Battle of Britain, or rather its conclusion, that prompted one of Winston Churchill's
most memorable pieces of oratory that has its epitome in the sentence, 'Never in the ﬁeld of human conﬂict was so
much owed by so many to so few.' If the Battle of Britain had been lost it is very likely the New Order to which the Axis
powers had pledged themselves would have become global with unthinkable consequences for the world afterwards.
The importance of the Battle of Britain cannot be exaggerated though inevitably in the succeeding years the accretion
of myth has brought about many distortions. This multi-faceted symposium emerged from the Centre of Second World
War Studies at Edinburgh University with the aim, in the words of the editors, 'to reassess established themes while
opening up new ones.' After a masterly introduction by Brian Bond, the book is divided into six parts: Before the
Battle; The Battle; The View from Afar; Experience and Memory; The Making of a British Legend and The Signiﬁcance.
The contributors are: Klaus A. Maier; Malcolm Smith; Horst Boog; Sebastian Cox; Sergei Kudryshov; Richard P. Hallion;
Theodore F. Cook; Hans-Ekkehard Bob; Wallace Cunningham; Nigel Rose; Owen Dudley Edwards; Angus Calder; Tony
Aldgate; Adrian Gregory; Jeremy Lake and John Schoﬁeld; Paul Addison and Jeremy A. Crang and Richard Overy. No
survey could be more wide-ranging or fascinating. First published in 2000 to mark the 60th anniversary, it is now being
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reissued in 2010 to mark the 70th anniversary. 'But it is terriﬁc. It's not only an acknowledgement of the heroism of
the ﬁghter pilots (and all the ancillary crew), but a serious contribution to the historical record. Seventeen contributors
write about the Battle from pretty much every conceivable angle; and Addison and Crang have chosen them well. . .
This is not an automatically worshipful book; it poses questions about the morality of war, the existence of heroism,
the reliability of memory. But it treats the subject honestly and with justice. And it tells us why we won: because, it
would appear, it helps to come from a society that is sceptical of authority rather than in blind, unthinking terror of it.'
Nicholas Lezard, Guardian ''This book is a ﬁrst-class piece of work, stimulating, informative and concise.' Brian Holden
Reid, Times Higher Education Supplement. 'This is a nugget of a book . . . it assembles, most readably, a range of
authoritative and international views on the Battle, its history, and its signiﬁcance.' Air Chief Marshall Sir Michael
Graydon, Royal United Services Institute 'This is a much told story, but the varied viewpoints of the 20 contributors to
Burning Blue - ranging from a fascinating essay by Owen Dudley Edwards on the air war as reﬂected in children's
literaturer to the memories of pilots who fought in it on both sides - give an impressive breadth and depth. And even
though it strips away hindsight and refuses to burnish legends, what is left is still one of the most remarkable stories
in the whole of British history. The British empire didn't last a thousand years, but the man was right: this truly was its
ﬁnest hour.' David Robinson, The Scotsman

DRESDEN
TUESDAY 13 FEBRUARY 1945
Bloomsbury Paperbacks At 9.15 p.m. on Tuesday, 13 February 1945, Dresden's air-raid sirens sounded as they had
done many times in the previous ﬁve years, until then almost always in false alarm. By the next morning, 796 RAF
Lancasters and 311 USAAF Liberators had dropped more than 4500 tons of high explosives and incendiary devices.
More than 25,000 inhabitants (possibly many more) perished in the terrifying ﬁrestorm, and thirteen square miles of
the city's historic centre, including quantities of treasure and works of art, lay in ruins. It was Ash Wednesday, 1945.
Almost a lifetime later, the name of the city continues to echo uneasily in our collective memory, and controversy
about Dresden's destruction persists. In this fascinating and meticulous new study, Frederick Taylor has intensively
researched the German, British and American archives, and talked to the allied air crew and to the city's survivors whether Jews working as slave labourers in the munitions and radar factories, refugees, members of the German
armed services, or civilians - to reveal the most complete portrait of the city and its fate ever attempted.
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THE DESTRUCTION OF DRESDEN
DAVID IRVING. WITH AN INTROD. BY IRA C.EAKER
THE FIREBOMBING OF DRESDEN
THE HISTORY AND LEGACY OF THE ALLIES' MOST CONTROVERSIAL ATTACK ON GERMANY
*Includes pictures *Includes survivors' accounts of the attacks *Discusses the various debates over the morality and
necessity of targeting Dresden *Includes footnotes and a bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of contents
"We saw terrible things: cremated adults shrunk to the size of small children, pieces of arms and legs, dead people,
whole families burnt to death, burning people ran to and fro, burnt coaches ﬁlled with civilian refugees, dead rescuers
and soldiers, many were calling and looking for their children and families, and ﬁre everywhere, everywhere ﬁre, and
all the time the hot wind of the ﬁrestorm threw people back into the burning houses they were trying to escape from. I
cannot forget these terrible details. I can never forget them." - Lothar Metzger, survivor In the middle of February
1945, the Allies were steadily advancing against the Germans from both east and west, with British and American
forces having repulsed the German oﬀensive during the Battle of the Bulge and the Soviet Union's Red Army pushing
from the east. Indeed, the war would be over in just a little more than 2 months. Nonetheless, it was during this
timeframe that the Allies conducted one of the most notorious attacks of the war: the targeting of Dresden. As a Royal
Air Force memo put it before the attack, "Dresden, the seventh largest city in Germany and not much smaller than
Manchester is also the largest unbombed builtup area the enemy has got. In the midst of winter with refugees pouring
westward and troops to be rested, roofs are at a premium, not only to give shelter to workers, refugees, and troops
alike, but to house the administrative services displaced from other areas. At one time well known for its china,
Dresden has developed into an industrial city of ﬁrst-class importance.... The intentions of the attack are to hit the
enemy where he will feel it most, behind an already partially collapsed front... and incidentally to show the Russians
when they arrive what Bomber Command can do." In the span of about 48 hours, Dresden was targeted by over 1,200
Allied bombers, which dropped nearly 4,000 tons of explosives on the town. The ﬁrestorms caused by this pounding
hollowed out 1,600 acres and killed at least tens of thousands in gruesome ways. Ironically, many of the victims in
Dresden had ﬂed from the eastern front as the Soviets advanced, understandably worried about what kind of
punishment the Soviets would dole out to captured Germans in response to the atrocities committed in Russia during

9

10

the war. As the RAF memo noted, Dresden was relatively unscathed before the attacks, and the bombing was justiﬁed
by the Allies based on Dresden being the home of hundreds of factories and a crucial railway. However, the widespread
devastation immediately compelled the Nazis to use the attack as propaganda, and it has been condemned in the
nearly 70 years since, with arguments still debating whether Dresden should've been attacked in the manner it was,
and whether it was a disproportionate bombing. While most historians agree that the German war machine was in
retreat by the time of this bombing of Germany's seventh largest city, other facts about the purpose and eﬃcacy of the
attack are less than decided. The debate over Dresden, which began shortly after the bombing and continues to this
day, focuses not only on the necessity of the attack but also on the legitimacy of targets, and even on the disputed
number of deaths that resulted. Though there was (perhaps) surprisingly little written about the Dresden attack during
or immediately after the war, Chris Harmon, a military strategist and professor at the U.S. Naval War College,
describes the Dresden attack as the "bloody shirt" that was waved often by those who questioned the morality of allied
actions in retrospect. The Firebombing of Dresden analyzes one of the most controversial attacks of World War II

THE FIRE
THE BOMBING OF GERMANY, 1940-1945
Al-Jazeera and other satellite television stations have transformed Arab politics over the last decade. By shattering
state control over information and giving a platform to long-stiﬂed voices, these new Arab media have challenged the
status quo by encouraging open debate about Iraq, Palestine, Islamism, Arab identity, and other vital political and
social issues. These public arguments have redeﬁned what it means to be Arab and reshaped the realm of political
possibility. As Marc Lynch shows, the days of monolithic Arab opinion are over. How Arab governments and the United
States engage this newly conﬁdent and inﬂuential public sphere will profoundly shape the future of the Arab world.
Marc Lynch draws on interviews conducted in the Middle East and analyses of Arab satellite television programs, op-ed
pages, and public opinion polls to examine the nature, evolution, and inﬂuence of the new Arab public sphere. Lynch,
who pays close attention to what is actually being said and talked about in the Arab world, takes the contentious issue
of Iraq-which has divided Arabs like no other issue-to show how the media revolutionized the formation and expression
of public opinion. He presents detailed discussions of Arab arguments about sanctions and the 2003 British and
American invasion and occupation of Iraq. While Arabs strongly disagreed about Saddam's regime, they increasingly
saw the eﬀects of sanctions as a potent symbol of the suﬀering of all Arabs. Anger and despair over these sanctions
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shaped Arab views of America, their governments, and themselves. Lynch also suggests how the United States can
develop and improve its engagement with the Arab public sphere. He argues that the United States should move
beyond treating the Arab public sphere as either an enemy to be defeated or an object to be manipulated via public
relations. Instead of wasting vast sums of money on a satellite television station nobody watches, the United States
should enter the public sphere as it really exists.

I WILL BEAR WITNESS, VOLUME 2
A DIARY OF THE NAZI YEARS: 1942-1945
Modern Library Destined to take its place alongside The Diary of Anne Frank and Elie Wiesel's Night as one of the great
classics of the Holocaust, I Will Bear Witness is a timeless work of literature, the most eloquent and acute testament to
have emerged from Hitler's Germany. Volume Two begins in 1942, the year the Final Solution was formally proposed,
and carries us through to the Allied bombing of Dresden and Germany's defeat.

THE BOMBERS AND THE BOMBED
ALLIED AIR WAR OVER EUROPE, 1940-1945
Penguin “An essential part of the literature of World War II.” —Jonathan Yardley, The Washington Post From acclaimed
World War II historian Richard Overy comes this startling new history of the controversial Allied bombing war against
Germany and German-occupied Europe. In the fullest account yet of the campaign and its consequences, Overy
assesses not just the bombing strategies and pattern of operations, but also how the bombed communities coped with
the devastation. This book presents a unique history of the bombing oﬀensive from below as well as from above, and
engages with moral questions that still resonate today.

MASSACRES AND MORALITY
MASS ATROCITIES IN AN AGE OF CIVILIAN IMMUNITY
Oxford University Press Why does the mass killing of civilians persist? Why do the perpetrators often escape criticism
and punishment despite violating our most deeply held moral beliefs? Is the protection of civilians from these heinous
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crimes strengthening or weakening? Examining dozens of episodes of mass killing perpetrated by states since the
French Revolution, this book argues that the principle that civilians ought not be deliberately killed has been engaged
in a protractedstruggle against a variety of 'anti-civilian ideologies' which try to justify such killing. The book argues
that although civilian immunity has won the battle of ideas against these ideologies, the battleitself continues as new
ideologies emerge and the practice of condemning and punishing perpetrators is uneven and inconsistent complicated by the politics of each new situation. As a result, whilst it has become much more diﬃcult for states to get
away with mass murder, it is still not entirely impossible for them to do so.

AMONG THE DEAD CITIES
THE HISTORY AND MORAL LEGACY OF THE WWII BOMBING OF CIVILIANS IN GERMANY AND JAPAN
Bloomsbury Publishing USA In Among the Dead Cities, the acclaimed philosopher A. C. Grayling asks the provocative
question, how would the Allies have fared if judged by the standards of the Nuremberg Trials? Arguing persuasively
that the victor nations have never had to consider the morality of their policies during World War II, he oﬀers a
powerful, moral re-examination of the Allied bombing campaigns against civilians in Germany and Japan, in the light of
principles enshrined in the post-war conventions on human rights and the laws of war. Grayling begins by narrating
the Royal Air Force's and U. S. Army Air Force's dramatic and dangerous missions over Germany and Japan between
1942 and 1945. Through the eyes of survivors, he describes the terrifying experience on the ground as bombs created
inferno and devastation among often-unprepared men, women, and children. He examines the mindset and thoughtprocess of those who planned the campaigns in the heat and pressure of war, and faced with a ruthless enemy.
Grayling chronicles the voices that, though in the minority, loudly opposed attacks on civilians, exploring in detail
whether the bombings ever achieved their goal of denting the will to wage war. Based on the facts and evidence, he
makes a meticulous case for, and one against, civilian bombing, and only then oﬀers his own judgment. Acknowledging
that they in no way equated to the death and destruction for which Nazi and Japanese aggression was responsible, he
nonetheless concludes that the bombing campaigns were morally indefensible, and more, that accepting responsibility,
even six decades later, is both a historical necessity and a moral imperative.

RIFLEMAN
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A FRONT-LINE LIFE FROM ALAMEIN AND DRESDEN TO THE FALL OF THE BERLIN WALL
A&C Black Born into a working-class family in London in 1919, Victor Gregg enlisted in the Riﬂe Brigade at nineteen,
was sent to the Middle East and saw action in Palestine. Following service in the western desert and at the battle of
Alamein, he joined the Parachute Regiment and in September 1944 found himself at the battle of Arnhem. When the
paratroopers were forced to withdraw, Gregg was captured. He attempted to escape, but was caught and became a
prisoner of war; sentenced to death in Dresden for attempting to escape and burning down a factory, only the allies'
infamous raid on the city the night before his execution saved his life. Gregg's fascinating story, told in a voice that is
good-natured and completely original, continues after the end of the war. In the ﬁfties he became chauﬀeur to the
Chairman of the Moscow Norodny bank in London, involved in shady dealings and strange meetings with MI5, MI6 and
the KGB. His adventures, though, were not over - in 1989, on one of his many motorbike expeditions into Eastern
Europe, he found himself at a rally of 700 people in a ﬁeld in Sopron at a fence that formed part of the barrier between
the Soviet Union and the West. Vic cut the wire, and a few weeks later the Berlin Wall itself was destroyed - a truly
unexpected coda to an incredible life lived to the full. This is the story of a true survivor.

THE DEVIL'S TINDERBOX
DRESDEN 1945
After more than 50 years, controversy still rages about the Allied decision to bomb Dresden in 1945. This book
presents personal accounts of eyewitnesses - surviviors of the raids and British and American aircrew who took part in
the destruction.'

DRESDEN
THE FIRE AND THE DARKNESS
Penguin UK A Times/Sunday Times Book of the Year 'Powerful . . . there is rage in his ink. McKay's book grips by its
passion and originality. Some 25,000 people perished in the ﬁrestorm that raged through the city. I have never seen it
better described' Max Hastings, Sunday Times In February 1945 the Allies obliterated Dresden, the 'Florence of the
Elbe'. Explosive bombs weighing over 1,000 lbs fell every seven and a half seconds and an estimated 25,000 people
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were killed. Was Dresden a legitimate military target or was the bombing a last act of atavistic mass murder in a war
already won? From the history of the city to the attack itself, conveyed in a minute-by-minute account from the ﬁrst of
the ﬂares to the ﬂames reaching almost a mile high - the wind so searingly hot that the lungs of those in its path were
instantly scorched - through the eerie period of reconstruction, bestselling author Sinclair McKay creates a vast canvas
and brings it alive with touching human detail. Along the way we encounter, among many others across the city, a
Jewish woman who thought the English bombs had been sent from heaven, novelist Kurt Vonnegut who wrote that the
smouldering landscape was like walking on the surface of the moon, and 15-year-old Winfried Bielss, who, having
spent the evening ushering refugees, wanted to get home to his stamp collection. He was not to know that there was
not enough time. Impeccably researched and deeply moving, McKay uses never-before-seen sources to relate the
untold stories of civilians and vividly conveys the texture of contemporary life. Dresden is invoked as a byword for the
illimitable cruelties of war, but with the distance of time, it is now possible to approach this subject with a much
clearer gaze, and with a keener interest in the sorts of lives that ordinary people lived and lost, or tried to rebuild.
Writing with warmth and colour about morality in war, the instinct for survival, the gravity of mass destruction and the
manipulation of memory, this is a master historian at work. 'Churchill said that if bombing cities was justiﬁed, it was
always repugnant. Sinclair McKay has written a shrewd, humane and balanced account of this most controversial
target of the Anglo-American strategic bombing campaign, the ferocious consequence of the scourge of Nazism' Allan
Mallinson, author of Fight to the Finish 'Beautifully-crafted, elegiac, compelling - Dresden delivers with a dark intensity
and incisive compassion rarely equalled. Authentic and authoritative, a masterpiece of its genre' Damien Lewis, author
of Zero Six Bravo 'Compelling . . . Sinclair McKay brings a dark subject vividly to life' Keith Lowe, author of Savage
Continent 'This is a brilliantly clear, and fair, account of one of the most notorious and destructive raids in the history
aerial warfare. From planning to execution, the story is told by crucial participants - and the victims who suﬀered so
cruelly on the ground from the attack itself and its aftermath' Robert Fox, author of We Were There

EXTREMELY LOUD & INCREDIBLY CLOSE
Houghton Miﬄin Harcourt Oskar Schell, the nine-year-old son of a man killed in the World Trade Center attacks,
searches the ﬁve boroughs of New York City for a lock that ﬁts a black key his father left behind.
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WAR AND CULTURAL HERITAGE
BIOGRAPHIES OF PLACE
Cambridge University Press The reconstruction of society after conﬂict is complex and multifaceted. This book
investigates this theme as it relates to cultural heritage through a number of case studies relating to European wars
since 1864. The case studies show in detail how buildings, landscapes, and monuments become important agents in
post-conﬂict reconstruction, as well as how their meanings change and how they become sites of competition over
historical narratives and claims. Looking at iconic and lesser-known sites, this book connects broad theoretical
discussions of reconstruction and memorialisation to speciﬁc physical places, and in the process it traces shifts in their
meanings over time. This book identiﬁes common threads and investigates their wider implications. It explores the
relationship between cultural heritage and international conﬂict, paying close attention to the long aftermaths of acts
of destruction and reconstruction and making important contributions through the use of new empirical evidence and
critical theory.

THE FIRE
THE BOMBING OF GERMANY, 1940-1945
Columbia University Press In the ﬁnal phase of the World War II, the Allies launched a bombing campaign that inﬂicted
unprecedented destruction on Germany. This work attempts to document life under the Allied bombing, and renders
the annihilation of cities such as Dresden.

LISTENING TO BRITAIN
HOME INTELLIGENCE REPORTS ON BRITAIN'S FINEST HOUR, MAY-SEPTEMBER 1940
Random House From May to September 1940, a period that saw some of the most dramatic events in British history including the evacuation of Dunkirk, the Battle of Britain and the opening stages of the Blitz - the Ministry of
Information eavesdropped on the conversations of ordinary people in all parts of the United Kingdom and compiled
secret daily reports on the state of popular morale.
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BLACK THURSDAY: THE STORY OF THE SCHWEINFURT RAID
Lulu.com Martin CaidinÕs Black Thursday: The Story of the Schweinfurt Raid tells of the United States Air ForceÕs
massive bombing raid into Nazi GermanyÕs industrial heartland on Thursday, October 14, 1943. On that fateful day
two hundred and ninety one hulking B-17 Flying Fortresses - escorted by squadrons of nimble P-47 Thunderbolts Ð
miraculously fought their way through swarms of Messerschmitt Me-109Õs, Focke-Wulf FW-190Õs, Heinkel He-113Õs
and more on their way to cripple the enemyÕs vital ball-bearings plant at Schweinfurt.

THE FIREBOMBING OF DRESDEN AND TOKYO
THE HISTORY AND LEGACY OF THE ALLIES CONTROVERSIAL BOMBING CAMPAIGNS NEAR THE END OF WORLD
WAR II
Createspace Independent Publishing Platform *Includes pictures *Includes contemporary accounts In the middle of
February 1945, the Allies were steadily advancing against the Germans from both east and west, with British and
American forces having repulsed the German oﬀensive during the Battle of the Bulge and the Soviet Union's Red Army
pushing from the east. Indeed, the war would be over in just a little more than 2 months. Nonetheless, it was during
this timeframe that the Allies conducted one of the most notorious attacks of the war: the targeting of Dresden. As a
Royal Air Force memo put it before the attack, "Dresden, the seventh largest city in Germany and not much smaller
than Manchester is also the largest unbombed builtup area the enemy has got. In the midst of winter with refugees
pouring westward and troops to be rested, roofs are at a premium, not only to give shelter to workers, refugees, and
troops alike, but to house the administrative services displaced from other areas. At one time well known for its china,
Dresden has developed into an industrial city of ﬁrst-class importance.... The intentions of the attack are to hit the
enemy where he will feel it most, behind an already partially collapsed front... and incidentally to show the Russians
when they arrive what Bomber Command can do." In the span of about 48 hours, Dresden was targeted by over 1,200
Allied bombers, which dropped nearly 4,000 tons of explosives on the town. The ﬁrestorms caused by this pounding
hollowed out 1,600 acres and killed at least tens of thousands in gruesome ways. Ironically, many of the victims in
Dresden had ﬂed from the eastern front as the Soviets advanced, understandably worried about what kind of
punishment the Soviets would dole out to captured Germans in response to the atrocities committed in Russia during
the war. As the RAF memo noted, Dresden was relatively unscathed before the attacks, and the bombing was justiﬁed
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by the Allies based on Dresden being the home of hundreds of factories and a crucial railway. However, the widespread
devastation immediately compelled the Nazis to use the attack as propaganda, and it has been condemned in the
nearly 70 years since, with arguments still debating whether Dresden should've been attacked in the manner it was,
and whether it was a disproportionate bombing. The ﬁrst serious air raids over mainland Japan came in November
1944, after the Americans had captured the Marianas Islands, and through February 1945, American bombers
concentrated on military targets at the fringes of the city, particularly air defenses. However, the air raids of March
1945, and particularly on the night of March 9, were a diﬀerent story altogether. In what is generally referred to as
strategic or area bombing, waves of bombers ﬂew low over Tokyo for over two and a half hours, dropping incendiary
bombs with the intention of producing a massive ﬁrestorm. The American raids intended to produce ﬁres that would
kill soldiers and civilians, as well as the munitions factories and apartment buildings of those who worked in them. 325
B-29s headed toward Tokyo, and nearly 300 of them dropped bombs on it, destroying more than 267,000 buildings and
killing more than 83,000 people, making it the deadliest day of the war. The ﬁrebombing that night and morning left
25% of Tokyo charred, with the damage spread out over 20 miles of the metropolis. In fact, the damage was so
extensive that casualty counts range by over 100,000. As with dropping the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
the ﬁrebombing of Tokyo has remained controversial since the end of World War II. Japan had wisely spread out its
industrial facilities across Tokyo so that one concerted attack could not deal a severe blow to its military capabilities.
However, by spreading everything out, as the Germans had also done, Allied planes hit targets in residential zones,
greatly increasing the casualties.

RESTRICTED DATA
THE HISTORY OF NUCLEAR SECRECY IN THE UNITED STATES
University of Chicago Press "Nuclear weapons, since their conception, have been the subject of secrecy. In the months
after the dropping of the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the American scientiﬁc establishment, the
American government, and the American public all wrestled with what was called the "problem of secrecy," wondering
not only whether secrecy was appropriate and eﬀective as a means of controlling this new technology but also whether
it was compatible with the country's core values. Out of a messy context of propaganda, confusion, spy scares, and the
grave counsel of competing groups of scientists, what historian Alex Wellerstein calls a "new regime of secrecy" was
put into place. It was unlike any other previous or since. Nuclear secrets were given their own unique legal designation
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in American law ("restricted data"), one that operates diﬀerently than all other forms of national security classiﬁcation
and exists to this day. Drawing on massive amounts of declassiﬁed ﬁles, including records released by the government
for the ﬁrst time at the author's request, Restricted Data is a narrative account of nuclear secrecy and the tensions
and uncertainty that built as the Cold War continued. In the US, both science and democracy are pitted against nuclear
secrecy, and this makes its history uniquely compelling and timely"--

THE BOMBING WAR
EUROPE, 1939-1945
Penguin UK The ultimate history of the Blitz and bombing in the Second World War, from Wolfson Prize-winning
historian and author Richard Overy The use of massive ﬂeets of bombers to kill and terrorize civilians was an aspect of
the Second World War which continues to challenge the idea that Allies speciﬁcally fought a 'moral' war. For Britain,
bombing became perhaps its principal contribution to the ﬁghting as, night after night, exceptionally brave men ﬂew
over occupied Europe destroying its cities. The Bombing War radically overhauls our understanding of the War. It is the
ﬁrst book to examine seriously not just the most well-known parts of the campaign, but the signiﬁcance of bombing on
many other fronts - the German use of bombers on the Eastern Front for example (as well as much newly discovered
material on the more familiar 'Blitz' on Britain), or the Allied campaigns against Italian cities. The result is the author's
masterpiece - a rich, gripping, picture of the Second World War and the terrible military, technological and ethical
issues that relentlessly drove all its participants into an abyss. Reviews: 'Magniﬁcent ... must now be regarded as the
standard work on the bombing war ... It is probably the most important book published on the history of he second
world war this century' Richard J Evans, Guardian 'Monumental ... this is a major contribution to one of the most
controversial aspects of the Second World War ... full of new detail and perspectives ... hugely impressive' James
Holland, Literary Review 'This tremendous book does what the war it describes signally failed to do. With a wellthought-out strategy and precision, it delivers maximum force on its objectives ... The result is a masterpiece of the
historian's art' The Times 'It is unlikely that a work of this scale, scope and merit will be surpassed' Times Higher
Education 'What distinguishes Mr Overy's account of the bombing war from lesser eﬀorts is the wealth of narrative
detail and analytical rigour that he brings to bear' Economist 'Excellent ... Overy is never less than an erudite and
clear-eyed guide whose research is impeccable and whose conclusions appear sensible and convincing even when they
run against the established trends' Financial Times 'Hard to surpass. If you want to know how bombing worked, what it
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did and what it meant, this is the book to read' Times Literary Supplement About the author: Richard Overy is the
author of a series of remarkable books on the Second World War and the wider disasters of the twentieth century. The
Dictators: Hitler's Germany, Stalin's Russia won both the Wolfson Prize for History and the Hessell-Tiltman Prize. He is
Professor of History at the University of Exeter. Penguin publishes 1939: Countdown to War, The Morbid Age, Russia's
War, Interrogations, The Battle of Britain and The Dictators. He lives in London.

TARGET DRESDEN
Crecy Pub On the night of February 13-14,796 Lancasters and 9 Mosquitoes of RAF Bomber Command, dropped 1,478
tons of high explosive and 1,182 tons of incendiaries on the city. A ﬁrestorm developed, which led to large areas of the
city being burned out. At the time of the attack, Dresden was crowded with refugees ﬂeeing the advancing Soviet
Army resulting in between 40,000 and 50,000 casualties. On the morning of the 14th a second attack was carried out
by the United States Army Air Force, with two further US attacks mounted on February 15th and on March 2nd, 1945.
Why, so close to the end of the war, should a beautiful city, a center for ﬁne art and porcelain, with arguably no
tactical signiﬁcance, have been so completely obliterated by the British & US Air Forces? Was Dresden a legitimate
target or was it merely a matter that the British and Americans wanted to demonstrate to the advancing Russians the
power of their combined air forces? "Target Dresden" chronicles the development of bombing from the earliest days
through the Zeppelin and Gotha raids of the First World War to the development of strategic bombing of WWII and
examines how it aﬀected post war thinking. Packed with facts Target Dresden gives the story behind the raids which
were the most controversial conventional bombing attacks of World War Two.

BISHOP GEORGE BELL
HOUSE OF LORDS SPEECHES AND CORRESPONDENCE WITH RUDOLF HESS
Peter Lang Bishop George Bell always felt that the Church must endeavour to meet the problems of the modern world.
He was thus foremost in applying the precepts of the Christian faith to national and international issues. George Bell
very often raised his voice in the House of Lords (of which he was a distinguished member from December 1937 till
January 1958) against class and racial hatred, against war, and against totalitarianism, and spoke for the innocent and
helpless victims of persecution. Complete texts of all Bell's House of Lords speeches are presented here, published for
the ﬁrst time in one volume. The issues that Bell tackled are, in essence, still relevant today. This volume also includes
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unpublished correspondence between George Bell and Rudolf Hess, Hitler's deputy. After the National Socialists came
to power in Germany, Bell, as a committed Christian, felt that he had to act in defence of the German Church, which
the Nazis were eager to destroy. The Bishop made strenuous eﬀorts to contact people in power in Germany, people
who, he knew, took decisions with momentous consequences. Rudolf Hess was one of them.

SLAUGHTERHOUSE FIVE OR THE CHILDREN'S CRUSADE
A DUTY DANCE WITH DEATH
Dell Publishing Company Billy Pilgrim survives capture by the Gemans in World War II, the Dresden bombings, and the
struggle for ﬁnancial success only to be kidnapped in a ﬂying saucer and taken to the planet Tralfamadore.

THE BLITZ COMPANION
AERIAL WARFARE, CIVILIANS AND THE CITY SINCE 1911
University of Westminster Press The Blitz Companion oﬀers a unique overview of a century of aerial warfare, its impact
on cities and the people who lived in them. It tells the story of aerial warfare from the earliest bombing raids and in
World War 1 through to the London Blitz and Allied bombings of Europe and Japan. These are compared with more
recent American air campaigns over Cambodia and Vietnam in the 1960s and 1970s, the NATO bombings during the
Balkan Wars of the 1990s, and subsequent bombings in the aftermath of 9/11. Beginning with the premonitions and
predictions of air warfare and its terrible consequences, the book focuses on air raids precautions, evacuation and
preparations for total war, and resilience, both of citizens and of cities. The legacies of air raids, from reconstruction to
commemoration, are also discussed. While a key theme of the book is the futility of many air campaigns, care is taken
to situate them in their historical context. The Blitz Companion also includes a guide to documentary and visual
resources for students and general readers. Uniquely accessible, comparative and broad in scope this book draws key
conclusions about civilian experience in the twentieth century and what these might mean for military engagement
and civil reconstruction processes once conﬂicts have been resolved.

BODIES AND RUINS
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IMAGINING THE BOMBING OF GERMANY, 1945 TO THE PRESENT
University of Michigan Press Explores visual representations of the Allied bombing war on Germany to reveal how
Germans remembered and commemorated WWII

THE FIREBOMBING OF DRESDEN
THE HISTORY AND LEGACY OF THE ALLIES' MOST CONTROVERSIAL ATTACK ON GERMANY
CreateSpace *Includes pictures *Includes survivors' accounts of the attacks *Discusses the various debates over the
morality and necessity of targeting Dresden *Includes footnotes and a bibliography for further reading *Includes a
table of contents "We saw terrible things: cremated adults shrunk to the size of small children, pieces of arms and
legs, dead people, whole families burnt to death, burning people ran to and fro, burnt coaches ﬁlled with civilian
refugees, dead rescuers and soldiers, many were calling and looking for their children and families, and ﬁre
everywhere, everywhere ﬁre, and all the time the hot wind of the ﬁrestorm threw people back into the burning houses
they were trying to escape from. I cannot forget these terrible details. I can never forget them." - Lothar Metzger,
survivor In the middle of February 1945, the Allies were steadily advancing against the Germans from both east and
west, with British and American forces having repulsed the German oﬀensive during the Battle of the Bulge and the
Soviet Union's Red Army pushing from the east. Indeed, the war would be over in just a little more than 2 months.
Nonetheless, it was during this timeframe that the Allies conducted one of the most notorious attacks of the war: the
targeting of Dresden. As a Royal Air Force memo put it before the attack, "Dresden, the seventh largest city in
Germany and not much smaller than Manchester is also the largest unbombed builtup area the enemy has got. In the
midst of winter with refugees pouring westward and troops to be rested, roofs are at a premium, not only to give
shelter to workers, refugees, and troops alike, but to house the administrative services displaced from other areas. At
one time well known for its china, Dresden has developed into an industrial city of ﬁrst-class importance.... The
intentions of the attack are to hit the enemy where he will feel it most, behind an already partially collapsed front...
and incidentally to show the Russians when they arrive what Bomber Command can do." In the span of about 48 hours,
Dresden was targeted by over 1,200 Allied bombers, which dropped nearly 4,000 tons of explosives on the town. The
ﬁrestorms caused by this pounding hollowed out 1,600 acres and killed at least tens of thousands in gruesome ways.
Ironically, many of the victims in Dresden had ﬂed from the eastern front as the Soviets advanced, understandably
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worried about what kind of punishment the Soviets would dole out to captured Germans in response to the atrocities
committed in Russia during the war. As the RAF memo noted, Dresden was relatively unscathed before the attacks,
and the bombing was justiﬁed by the Allies based on Dresden being the home of hundreds of factories and a crucial
railway. However, the widespread devastation immediately compelled the Nazis to use the attack as propaganda, and
it has been condemned in the nearly 70 years since, with arguments still debating whether Dresden should've been
attacked in the manner it was, and whether it was a disproportionate bombing. While most historians agree that the
German war machine was in retreat by the time of this bombing of Germany's seventh largest city, other facts about
the purpose and eﬃcacy of the attack are less than decided. The debate over Dresden, which began shortly after the
bombing and continues to this day, focuses not only on the necessity of the attack but also on the legitimacy of
targets, and even on the disputed number of deaths that resulted. Though there was (perhaps) surprisingly little
written about the Dresden attack during or immediately after the war, Chris Harmon, a military strategist and
professor at the U.S. Naval War College, describes the Dresden attack as the "bloody shirt" that was waved often by
those who questioned the morality of allied actions in retrospect. The Firebombing of Dresden analyzes one of the
most controversial attacks of World War II

THE FIREBOMBING OF DRESDEN AND TOKYO
THE HISTORY AND LEGACY OF THE ALLIES CONTROVERSIAL BOMBING CAMPAIGNS NEAR THE END OF WORLD
WAR II
Createspace Independent Publishing Platform *Includes pictures *Includes contemporary accounts In the middle of
February 1945, the Allies were steadily advancing against the Germans from both east and west, with British and
American forces having repulsed the German oﬀensive during the Battle of the Bulge and the Soviet Union's Red Army
pushing from the east. Indeed, the war would be over in just a little more than 2 months. Nonetheless, it was during
this timeframe that the Allies conducted one of the most notorious attacks of the war: the targeting of Dresden. As a
Royal Air Force memo put it before the attack, "Dresden, the seventh largest city in Germany and not much smaller
than Manchester is also the largest unbombed builtup area the enemy has got. In the midst of winter with refugees
pouring westward and troops to be rested, roofs are at a premium, not only to give shelter to workers, refugees, and
troops alike, but to house the administrative services displaced from other areas. At one time well known for its china,
Dresden has developed into an industrial city of ﬁrst-class importance.... The intentions of the attack are to hit the

22

1945 Dresden Of Bombing The Firestorm

27-09-2022

key=of

1945 Dresden Of Bombing The Firestorm

23

enemy where he will feel it most, behind an already partially collapsed front... and incidentally to show the Russians
when they arrive what Bomber Command can do." In the span of about 48 hours, Dresden was targeted by over 1,200
Allied bombers, which dropped nearly 4,000 tons of explosives on the town. The ﬁrestorms caused by this pounding
hollowed out 1,600 acres and killed at least tens of thousands in gruesome ways. Ironically, many of the victims in
Dresden had ﬂed from the eastern front as the Soviets advanced, understandably worried about what kind of
punishment the Soviets would dole out to captured Germans in response to the atrocities committed in Russia during
the war. As the RAF memo noted, Dresden was relatively unscathed before the attacks, and the bombing was justiﬁed
by the Allies based on Dresden being the home of hundreds of factories and a crucial railway. However, the widespread
devastation immediately compelled the Nazis to use the attack as propaganda, and it has been condemned in the
nearly 70 years since, with arguments still debating whether Dresden should've been attacked in the manner it was,
and whether it was a disproportionate bombing. The ﬁrst serious air raids over mainland Japan came in November
1944, after the Americans had captured the Marianas Islands, and through February 1945, American bombers
concentrated on military targets at the fringes of the city, particularly air defenses. However, the air raids of March
1945, and particularly on the night of March 9, were a diﬀerent story altogether. In what is generally referred to as
strategic or area bombing, waves of bombers ﬂew low over Tokyo for over two and a half hours, dropping incendiary
bombs with the intention of producing a massive ﬁrestorm. The American raids intended to produce ﬁres that would
kill soldiers and civilians, as well as the munitions factories and apartment buildings of those who worked in them. 325
B-29s headed toward Tokyo, and nearly 300 of them dropped bombs on it, destroying more than 267,000 buildings and
killing more than 83,000 people, making it the deadliest day of the war. The ﬁrebombing that night and morning left
25% of Tokyo charred, with the damage spread out over 20 miles of the metropolis. In fact, the damage was so
extensive that casualty counts range by over 100,000. As with dropping the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
the ﬁrebombing of Tokyo has remained controversial since the end of World War II. Japan had wisely spread out its
industrial facilities across Tokyo so that one concerted attack could not deal a severe blow to its military capabilities.
However, by spreading everything out, as the Germans had also done, Allied planes hit targets in residential zones,
greatly increasing the casualties.

ABOLISH COMMEMORATION
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CRITIQUE OF THE DISCOURSE RELATING TO THE BOMBING OF DRESDEN IN 1945
Verbrecher Verlag While German tourists visiting Dresden are no longer quite as shocked by the old buildings they see
everywhere, they do still irritate tourists from abroad. Everything around the Frauenkirche [Church of Our Lady] smells
of renovation and Disneyland so one is made aware of the reconstruction. However, at the very latest, questions start
to arise on the way to Pillnitz, via the villa quarter Blasewitz and the 'Blaue Wunder' [Blue Wonder] Bridge. How could
all of this have survived the ﬁrestorm? After all, it was a second Hiroshima, wasn't it? Dresden is legend - a beautiful,
innocent city of art and culture - and the German victimisation narrative without peer, bombed unnecessarily shortly
before the end of the war with hundreds of thousands dead. It is a lie of 'Allied war crimes' with a rain of phosphorus
and low-ﬂying ﬁghters targeting the civilian population. The Allied air raids of 13 to 15 February 1945 are a ﬁxed point
of reference in Dresden's memorial culture. Over the decades they have provided its climax and, at any given time, an
expression of the prevailing politics of history. The texts in this e-book aﬀord an overview of the substantive contents
of, and the developments in, Dresden's remembrance policies as well as furnishing a fundamental critique of current
memorial politics of both the city and Germany as a whole. Dresden presents an image of itself as a symbol of peace
and reconciliation and, in the meantime, also as a symbol for 'accurate memorialisation' as opposed to the historically
revisionist version of the Nazis. The annual neo-Nazi marches have played no small part in provoking a re-assessment
of some of the legends leading to facts being researched and the Nazi history of Dresden described and deﬁned. Is this
enough? Shouldn't the commemoration itself be abolished?

IN HAIG'S SHADOW
BRIGADIER-GENERAL HUGO DE PREE AND THE FIRST WORLD WAR
Greenhill Books Hugo de Pree was the cousin of the better-known Field Marshall Douglas Haig. However, de Pree had a
distinguished military career in his own right. Educated at Eton and RMA Woolwich, de Pree grew up alongside Haig,
primed for a career in the military. He served in the Boer War before the First World War began. He was sent to the
Western Front, as Chief of Staﬀ of IV Corps, coming into contact with his cousin at the Battle of Cambrai in 1917. He
continued his accession through the ranks, and was Commander of 189 Brigade, 63rd Royal Navy Division, at the Great
Retreat of March 1918, bringing him much closer to the front line than most British generals in the First World War.
During the Battle of the Somme, de Pree made a tough decision to change tactics, a decision that lost him his job, until
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he was reinstated after appeal. De Pree saw out the War with the 115 Brigade, and, before his death in 1943,
commanded the 13th Indian Infantry Brigade. He died whilst his son, John de Pree, was in a Prisoner of War camp. This
book, by one of the leading academics in this ﬁeld, weaves together his letters and other writings, with incisive
commentary to give a vivid insight into the life of a brigade commander in the First World War.

RECONSTRUCTION OF URBAN FORESTS
POST WORLD WAR II AND THE BOSNIAN WAR
Springer Nature This book will address the destruction of urban forest in nine cities by bombing during World War II
and the Bosnian War and their reconstruction in the post-war years. After reviewing the general objectives and results
of aerial bombing, the book explores the eﬀects of bombing and the reconstruction of urban forest in London,
Coventry, Hamburg, Dresden, St. Petersburg, Stalingrad, Tokyo, Hiroshima, and Sarajevo. Sarajevo stands out among
these cities because the destruction of its urban forest was the result of citizens cutting down trees for ﬁrewood
during the siege of the city. Most of the cities studied developed plans for reconstruction either during or after the
war. These plans often addressed the planning and re-establishment of the urban forest that had been destroyed.
Urban planners often planned for infrastructure improvements such as new boulevards and parks where trees would
be planted. After the war many of these plans were abandoned or signiﬁcantly modiﬁed. Cost, resistance by property
owners, control of reconstruction by authorities outside of the cities, and the lack of planting stock were factors
contributing to the failure of many of the plans. Exceptions occurred in Hiroshima and Coventry where the destroyed
cities became symbols of national reconstruction and every eﬀort was made to redesign the destroyed portions of
these cities as memorials to those who lost their lives and to demonstrate the rebirth of the cities. In several of the
cities studied individual citizens undertook on their own the replanting of street and park trees. Their ingenuity, hard
work, and dedication to trees in their cities was remarkable. A common factor limiting eﬀorts to replant street and
park trees was the lack of nursery stock. During and immediately after the wars nearly all nurseries that had supplied
trees for city planting had been converted to vegetable gardens to produce food for the urban populations. The slow
return to the production of trees for urban planting was a common factor in the time required in many cities to restore
their street and park trees. There are lessons to be learned by urban planner, urban forester, and landscape architects
from this book that will be useful in the future destruction of urban forest either by natural or man-made causes.
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